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|| in. this question, Ne had looked at the names of 
| the subscribers to these petitions, and found that | 
|@ majority, or nearly a majority, of the whole | 
reject petitions that violated the rules of the Sen- || number appeared to be females. [Here Mr. Pres- 
ate by the use of language indecorous towards || ron said thirteen thousand were females.) Mr. 
individual members of the body, or to the body || W. remarked, that of the remainder it was per- 
itself—rules which every parliamentary body had || fectly obvious, on the slightest inspection, that a 
adopted. | vast number were children; many of the names 

r. MANGUM said he had so understood his | are made up of entire families, including all the 
colleague; but it was with undisguised astonish- | children, male and female, and repeatedly all 
ment that he heard such doctrines pronounced || written by the same hand. Mr. W. even be- 
by those who set up as the exclusive represent- } lieved that at least three fourths of these 2 
atives of the Democracy of the South. Sir, (said tioners were children or females; but the whole 
he,) who gave us the right to exclude petitions || number would constitute but a small portion of a 
because offensive to ourselves, and not to exclude || Republic embracing now apopulation probably of 
them when they use offensive terms in reference |; fifteen millions. Mr. W. said he would make 
to our constituents? Who are we (said he) that |) one further remark on this subject; he did it with 
we are not to be touched but our feelings are || regret; he had been pained to see the names of so 
outraged? and this oan constityjional right of || many American females to these petitions. It 
| 
| 
| 
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only that were offensive to that body, or some 
member of it? 
Mr. BROWN replied that he would vote to 
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petition, about which so much HS been said, is || appeared to him exceedingly indelicate that sensi- 
to be violated if our honor is called in question? || tive females of shrinking modesty should pre- | 
He scouted such doctrine. If (said he) we have || sent their names here as petitioners, ‘in relation | 
the right to reject petitions because our persons to the domestic institutions of the South, or of | 
are reflected on, are we to be silent when eleven || this District. aren they wanld be much_ bet- 
sovereign States are reflected on in terms of the || teremployed in attending to their domestic duties | 
grossest abuse, and denounced as dealers in human | as mothers, sisters, wives, and daughters, than || 
flesh, and likened to pirates? He should like to || in interfering with a matter in regard to which || 
see how those gentlemen who affected to be the || they were entirely ignorant. Mr. W. said, he \| 
exclusive representatives of the Democrac || believed if the ladies and Sunday-school children }} 

lemma. | 
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of the | 

South shielded themselves from this dilemma, |, would let us alone, there would be but few abo- 

Was this a part of the Democracy of the day, and || lition petitions. At all events, the ladies and || 

the docrine of those who, par excellence, termed || children could only be a subject of ridicule, and || 
not of alarm, to the people of the South; more | 


themselves the real Democrats, abhorring every || 
| especially would the South not be alarmed by a || 


thing in the shape of aristocracy? | 
He | few women and children, when we have this day | 


claimed for himself no exemption that he | ' 
did not claim for those he represented; and when || presented to us the resolutions of the Legisla- | 
| ture of the State of Maine, unanimously con- | 


\| 
| 


be satisfactory by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Preston] himself. 

Mr. BROWN observed that it was with very 
| profound regret that he rose to detain the Senate 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


lr 


E 


demning abolitionism in a manner admitted to || 
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rights. He would venture to assert that there 
was no southern representative who took his seat 
previous to the — session but had given 
the same vote. They,too, had committed this 


| unpardonable sin; but the hidden influences of 


this mysterious session of 1836 had suddenly dis- 
solved the sleep in which they were enwrapped; 
and they had as suddenly discovered that it was 
an outrage on southern rights and southern honor 
to receive petitions of the same nature with those 
they had voted to receive and refer again and 
gain. 

Mr. MANGUM here interrupted Mr. Brown, 
by saying that he never gave such votes. 

Mr. BROWN continued. He would ask the 
gentleman if he was not present when abolition 
petitions were received, and when the question 
was prepesntes , ‘* Shall the petitions be referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia? 
and whether he did not, by making no objection 
to the reception and reference, give his unquali- 
fied acquiescence to both ? 

Mr. MANGUM said that he did not know 
whether he was present on such occasions, 

Mr. BROWN resumed. But there was one 
petition that had been presented as jate as the com- 
mencement of the present session, when the hon- 
orable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, Grunpy} 
moved to lay iton the table. He believed that 
his colleague was in his seat when that motion 
was made, and he did not remember that he made 
any objections to it. His colleague had thought 
proper to indulge in some gratuitous advice to 

im, as to what ought to characterize the conduct 
of a southern representative, when petitions re- 


|| flecting on his constituents were presented. He 


was not in the habit of gratuitously giving his 
advice to any one, much less to his colleague; 


|| but, ifhe was, he might say to him, that he who 
| was so ready to give gratuitous lectures to others 


ought to learn first to obey them, and that very 
wholesome admonition had been given him from 


| fora single moment. Nothing could have been | 
; more unexpected to him when he took his seat | 
|| this morning, than to be engaged in a discussion | 
|| of this nature; and he much regretted that he was | 


a highly respected source, which he would do well 
maturely to consider. 


It was said, both by the Senetor from South 





But there were numerous petitions on this very | 
subject, both at the last session and the session 
| before, that were unanimously referred to the 

Committee on the District without one word be- 
|| ing heard from any quarter in disapprobation. | 





Now he would ask, was it probable that the gen- 
tlemafi was absent on all these different occasions? 
Would it be pretended for a moment that, when 
the question was propounded, ‘ Shall these peti- | 
tions be referred to the Committee on the District |) 
of Columbia?’’ and no member objecting—would || 
it be pretended for a moment, when such a ques- || 
tion was propounded, and the gentleman from || 
South Carolina sanctioned the reference by his || 
silence, that he did not vote for it as essentially | 
as if his name had been recorded on the J devaelt 
Indeed, (said Mr. B.,) the denial of the Senator 
that any such vote of his was recorded on the 
Journal was a distinction without a difference. 
His colleague [Mr. Maneum] had made some 
remarks that he (Mr. B.) thought, at any rate, 
were pointed with no little application ‘to himself. 
That gentleman, too, had discovered that it was 
one of the unpardonable sins of a southern rep- | 
resentative — southern rights to vote for the 
reception and reference of petit‘ons on the subject 
of abolition-votes, let it be remembered, that had 
been given from the earliest periods of our legisla- 
tive history, by as high-minded, chivalrous, and 
patriotic republicans of the South—Democrats if 
it suited the gentleman better—as any who now 


he could not cause the rejection of petitions out- 
raging their feelings, he would claim no exemp- 
tion for his own. They had been told by his col- 
league, that these petitions were offensive enough. |, 
He should like to know from him when they 
would be too much so? They had seen a won- | 
derful facility in gentlemen siaisaialane to lessei. 
the odium of these abolition petitions. He had 
seen it in their endeavoring to prove that there 
was nothing to be apprehended from all these d n ! 
abolition petitions; that the whole was confined || now compelled, in self-defense, to continue that 
to a miserable, contemptible party; and yet the | discussion. ‘The gentleman from South Carolina 
wings of every wind from the North had blown || (Mr. Catnoun] said he never voted to refer peti- 
upon these petitions and publications on the sub- || tions of this kind to the Committee on the District 
ject, without number. Efe himself had no fears. | of Columbia, and that no such vote of his was to | 
he Abolitionists might go on subsidizing presses, | be found recorded on the Journal. Mark the 
and inundating the country with their publica- || words, Mr. President, ‘* recorded on the Journal.’’ 
tions and petitions. The South, if united, was 
able to protect itself against the whole non-slave- 
holding world. The real danger consisted in the 
South being divided—in their being put to sleep 
by calling out, ‘‘ All’s well!’? while the storm 
was gathering over their heads. 
Mr. CALHOUN rose to say, that the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. Brown] was utterly 
mistaken, when he said that he (Mr. C.) voted 
to receive a pee on this subject. No vote of 
his would be found on the Journal. He might 
have suffered petitions to pass at former sessions, 
when there were butfew of them presented. He 
confessed he had neglected this matter too long. 
The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Brown] said he (Mr. C.) had not made good his 
word, He (Mr. C.) thought the expressions in 
the petition to which he had referred were as 
strong as the terms used by him. It seemed, 
however, that the Senator cared for nothing but 
the ise words. He had shown that these 
petitions likened his constituents to pirates, and 
spoke of them as dealers inhuman flesh. This, 
he thought, was sufficiently strong to make good 
his position. 
r. WALKER said that he did not rise to 
embark in any discussion of the abolition ques- 
tion, but to state soma facts to the Senate. It 
had been said by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. meena ree thousand 
memorialists had subscribed these abolition peti- 


tions, Mr. W. said that, feeling a deep interest 
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Carolina and by his colleague, that he ought to 


| have resisted the reception of these petitions, be- 


cause they were offensive and indecorous in their 


| language tothose whom he represented. What, sir, 


(said Mr. B.,) petitions from women, and from 
a pare of children!—for it had been proved that 
a large number of these petitioners were women 


|| and children. What, sir, (said Mr. B.,) my high- 


minded and intelligent constituents offended at 
the impotent acts of ignorant and deluded minors 
and females! Sir, (said he,) my constituents are 


|, possessed of a degree of menor te. gallantry, 
, and high-mindedness, that wou 


d give a different 
answer to these ignorantand misguided petition- 
ers than that proposed by my colleague. It would 
be that of silent contempt. 

Without going any further on this part of the 
subject, he would express it ashis solemn belief 
before God and the whole world, that ail this agita- 


/ tion and excitement on the subject of abolition, 


had not been produced by the miserable fanatics 
of whom so much had been said that session; but 
it had resulted, in ae from the designs of a more 
sagacious political party, for the purpose of oper- 
ating on the South at an important crisis. The 
time at which it had commenced, the manner in 
which it had been carried on, the avidity with 
which it had been seized upon and trumpeted 
forth by the presses of acertain party at the 
South—all these had produced, in his mind, a 
conviction that it would require a world of proof 
to shake. The time when these incendiary pub- 
lications were first thrown abroad in such masses, 
was when the elections in North Carolina, Ala- 
bama, and Tennessee, and shortly afterwards in 
Georgia, were about to commence; it was on the 
eve of the important engene in those States, 
that these publicatio ere precipitated upon 
the South; and yet it had been said that these 


claimed to be the exclusive advocates of southern |! incendiaries were the friends of the party now in 
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wer. What, sir! the friends of a certain po- | for these petitions. 


itical todelu 
on a suhiew of such delicacy, and so well calcu- | 
Jated to be used by their opponents to their dis- 
advantage! Could anything be more absurd than | 
guch a supposition? No, sir; itwas another i 
party, and far more sagacious and calculating in | 
their designs than the deluded zealots who were || 
used to subserve their political purposes; and 
what most powerfully corroborated this opinion, | 
was the fact that the presses of this party imme- 
diately seized upon these incendiary publications || 
#0 opportunely thrown out, and wielded them | 
with great force and ingenuity against their op- || 

nents. He repeated that the whole was not a 

fanatical movement, but that it had a political 
rty in alliance with it,and shown so plainly to || 
ee 80 by subsequent events, as hardly to need a | 
confirmation. How then could he, as a southern 
man, give his vote to deny the right of petition, | 
and sanction designs which, from the beginnin 
to the end, he utterly condemned? How could | 
he, as a southern man, give his vote to uphold a 
deep laid party scheme, as he believed, that had 
been floating for a time on the tempestuous waves 
of political excitement, but that was destined in- 
evitably to subside into its original insignificance 
with the occasion which preduced it. 

Sir, (said Mr. B.,) the course [ took was dic- 
tated by the highest considerations of public duty, 
and flowed from a jealous regard of the rights 
and honor of the South, as well as a sincere and | 
ardent attachment to the Union. It was to aid in 
reprobating the attempts to desecrate the social | 
idations and domestic peace of the South, by the 
introduction of this dangerous question into her 

litics, creating an unreasonable and unfounded | 

lousy of our northern fellow-citizens, and weak- | 


j 


ening the bonds of this Union, to subserve the || 


unholy designs of party—it was for these reasons 
that he had taken the stand that he did. And grati- | 


fied he was at the result; for everything that had || 


transpired on this subject since the commencement 


attachment of the people to this Union was not 
and abiding foundations. These were the reasons |} 
which induced him to take the course he did. And | 
was he to be told that he was recreant to the || 
South, because he had done that which had been | 
done on repeated occasions by those quite equal || 
in intelligence, patriotism, and chivalrous south- |! 


ern feelings to those who now claimed to be the || 
exclusive defenders of southern honor? Was he || 
to be accused of the defeliction of duty to the || 
South, for voting to receive petitions on the sub- | 
ject of abolition, by those who were present of || 
repeated occasions, when such petitions were not || 
only unanimously received, but referred to one of | 
the standing committees of that body without || 
raising the slightest objection to the reference? | 
He knew that the South had too much strength 
within her own bosom to be unnecessaril 
alarmed; and he knew that she had too muc 
intelligence to permit herself to be excited to her || 
own injury by the cry of “ wolf! wolf!’’ when | 
shere was no danger. 

He had conceived it to be his duty to make 
these few remarks, principally in self-defense. 
There was nothing further from his intention | 
when he took his seat this morning than to en- | 





it 


gree in a discussion of this nature; for he had || 
oped that this spirit of evil omen had received | 
its death blow, and that it would be no more | 
revived this session. \He regretted that the gen- 
deman from South Carolina had thought proper 
on an occasion like this, when the resolutions of 
Maine came bearing the olive branch, to receive 
them, not in the spirit of peace, but in the spirit 
of discord. 





the South with publications |! be laid on the table, or di 


|| sion of such discussions. 


|| follow it, on this occasion, by abstainin 
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He was willing they should 
tched in any other 

way, and ac uiesced. But did not the gentleman 
| from North Carolina [Mr. Brown] see a different 
state of circumstances now? ‘The Quakers had 
said they had pressed it year aftcr year without 
interruption, and there were mere petitions. pre- 
sented this session than had been since the com- 
mencement of this institution. If a mischievous 


| boy threw a cracker on the floor of the Senate, 


and the Sergeant-at-Arms tramped it out, it was 
a small matter. But when, if the building was 


| surrounded by incendiaries with torches in their 


hands, were they not to be roused from their 
lethargy? He was not going to be impelled to 
mix up this matter with politics, which separated 
father from son, and party from country, and 
mingle them in its own vortex. While a portion 
of them were alarmed, while they counted by 
hundreds and by thousands what used to be units, 


philosophy taught them distrust on both sides. 
|| While the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
| eee says party feelings on our side have 


induced this alarm, let us say party may have its 
influence on his side. He (Mr. P.) entreated 
gentlemen, when they called them alarmists, to 
bear in mind that there was another party saying 


| ** peace! peace!’’? where there was no peace. 
| Which was the safe side, to magnify or diminish 
|| the danger? Were they to fold their arms, and 
|| Wait till the presidential election was over? They 


might then find a storm too violent to resist. He 


|| did not say whether party had been mixed up 


with this matter. But it was said they had falsely 
s 


| raised the cry of ** wolf! wolf!’? The shepherd 


boy cried ** wolf! wolf!’’ when the shepherd was 
asleep, and the wolf came! 

Mr. RUGGLES remarked that, in presenting 
| to tke Senate the resolutions which had been so 


|| cordially approved by Senators from the South, 


he had not expected that a debate would have 
ensucd characterized as this has been. The sen- 


‘ | ments and opinions contained in those resolu- 
of the session, had only tended to show that the || tions, he had supposed, would be consolatory to 


Soar oine se  otd das idee on cecuset ane |, Southern feeling, and they had been warmly ap- 
shaken, € ‘ 


proved from that quarter. One of the resolutions 
asserted that all public discussion of the question 


|| of slavery had been arrested and epee in 


Maine, by a decided expression of public disap- 
probation. Gentleman say they heartily approve 
of these resolutions, and he regretted they had 


/not, on this occasion, given a practical illustra- 


tion of the sincerity which he had no doubt they 
felt, in expressing their approval of the suppres- 
The circumstance of 
their having passed without any exciting and 


| agitating debate, he had ventured, with great def- 
| erence, to commend to favorable consideration. 


He said that he himsclf had been so favorably 
impressed with it, as an example, that he should 
from 
any discussion of the matter, and should move 
that the resolutions be printed, and hoped the 


ura would be permitted to be taken without 


urther debate. 
The resolutions were then laid on the,table, 
and ordered to be printed. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill from the House making a one 
tions for the naval service, for the year 6, was 
read twice, and referred. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, in answer to a resolution of 


| the Ist instant, inclosing a statement from the 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the expenses 
attending the holding of a treaty with the Chip- 
pewa Indians; also are from the same, trans- 


Mr. PRESTON said, that three years ago, |} mitting surveys from the ——— Bureau, 
8 


when he took his seat in this body, a petition on || of certain harbors in Maine; 


this subject was presented. He was unacquainted 
with the practice of the Senate, and looked round 
him to see if some one more experienced than 
himself was not going to rise; and seeing none, 
he rose, and ane the question of its reception. 
But gentiemen from all parts of the Senate rose, 
and said it had been u to give petitions of that 
kind a particular direction, where they quictly 
remained, without being heard of more. Sen- 
ator from Maryland said that was the lion’s den 


oa report from 
the same, made in pursuance of the act of the 
| Gth of May, 1822, containing a statement of the 
| accounts rendered by the disbursing agents of 


| the Indian Department. 


The CHAIR also communicated a report from 

| the Treasury Department, in answer to a resolu- 

tion of the Senate, requiring to be informed of the 

amount of money collected and ex ed for sick 

and disabled seamen; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 





a 





in the question involved in the discussion between 


in opposition to the whole bill. What had-these 
new States done to merit such liberality on the 








Se * 
THE LONG BRIDGE. 
The joint resolution providing for the expend- 


|| iture of the surplus appropriated for the bridge 

| over the Potomac, in the improvement of the 
| Maryland avenue, leading to said bridge, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WALKER moved to take up the bill to 
|| extend the time for completing certain preémp- 
|| tions, under the act of 1824; but after a short 
| discussion the motion was negatived. 


TREATY WITH SPAIN. 

The bill to carry into effect the eighth article of 
| the treaty with Spain, was ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 

GRANT OF LAND. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill granting a certain quantity of land to the 
State of Missouri for internal improvements. 

Mr. BENTON explained the objects of the bill. 
The principle (he said) contained in this bill, hdd 
| been voted for in the general land bill, distribut- 
ing the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States. In drawing it up, however, 
he had only provided for the State of Missouri, 
and those gentginen representing new States that 
had not recei any donations for the public 
works, might now offer amendments to provide 
for them; while those representing States that had 
| received grants, might move to amend it by adding 





| 











grants for so much as would make, together with 
what they had received, the same number of acres 
as was granted to Missouri by this bill. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill by 
inserting a grant of five hundred thousand acres; 
and on Mr. Nicuoxtas moving to insert a like 
grant for the State of Louisiana, accepted the 
motion as a modification of his amendment. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, then moved to amend 
the bill by inserting a grant of so much to each 
of the States of aides Indiana, and Illinois, 

as would make, with what the said States had 
pr ae received, five hundred thousand acres 
each. 

After some remarks from Mr. EWING, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he felt little interest 


the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Benron] and 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Ew1ne] as to who 
| had received the most of the public lands. For 
his part, he was satisfied the State of Ohio had 
received enough. If it was unjust to grant these 
lands to Ohio, he did not feel bound to follow up 
that injustice in et to other States. He had 
risen to state, so that he might not be misunder- 
stood, that he would vote for these amendments, 
and after that he would vote against the whole 
bill. He regarded it as an act of the most fla- 
grant a and partial legislation. If it were 
termed liberality to the new States, it was injus- 
tice to the old ones. He was constrained, by a 
sense of justice to the old States, to place himself 


part of the General Government, except encoun- 
tering the difficulties of settling a new State? 
There was not one half the difficulties in settlin 
them that was encountered in the settlement 
Kentucky. In fact, Kentucky and Tennessee 
were the pioneers to the settlement of the new 
States. ntil a mere matter of favor could 
justify the Senate in going on with these par- 
tial grants, he must oppose them. And until a 
proper disposition should be manifested towards 
the old States, as well as the new ones, he should 
vote against it. 

Mr. CLAY presumed there was no intention, 
on the part of the Senate, to pass this bill, either 
as originally reported or in any shape the amend- 
ments might present it; and presuming that it 
would be rejected on its third reading, he thought 
it would ee delay to take the question as to 
the final 


isposition of it at once. He therefore 

moved that it be indefinitel eaten 
Mr. BENTON said he been treated in a 
manner which outraged all the rules and the cour- 
tesies of parliamentary proceeding; his own bill 
had been taken away from him and put into an- 
other which he detested, and against which he 
voted, and thus voted against his own. He had 
borne this treatment for years, but he should bear 
it no longer without availing himself of every 
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motion and of every effort known to the rules of 
the House, to correct the wrong which had been 
done him. Four or five years ago he brought in 
this bill to grant to Missouri five hundred thou- 
sand acres of land, for the purposes of internal 
improvement. It was only half the quantity 
which had been granted to Ohio for similar pur- 

s. The bill had been favorably considered 
py the Senate, and was ordered to a third reading. 
In this state, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Crar] had got it incorporated in his distribution 
bill, where . (Mr. B.) had to vote against it, and 
where it had shared the fate of that bill, being 
vetded with it. It was now in the same distribu- 
tion bill, and must share its fate a second time, 
be that fate what itmay. Certainly he (Mr. B.) 
would vote against it forever in that bill; and it 
was nearly certain, looking to the President’s 
messages, that it would be vetoed again even if it 
passed Congress. 

Mr. B. said his bill had a right to stand or fall 
upon its own merits. It ought not to be subjected 
to the fate of the distribution bill,and would have 
none of the main objections of that bill to en- 
counter. It had repeatedly received the vote of | 
majorities while in that bill, and he presumed | 
would receive the vote of majorities again. The 

entleman from Kentucky nearest to him [{Mr. 
Sukegiieiior) might consistently vote against it, 
as he intimated an intention to do, for he had 
never voted for it in the other bill; but the case 
was different with the Senator from Ohio; [Mr. 
Ewine,] he had voted for it often in the distribu- 
tion bill, and might vote against it by itself, and 
justify himself as he could for the contradiction. 
i was perfectly immaterial to him (Mr. B.) what 
the plea of justification was. He knew that the 
grant was either right or wrong; if wrong, it 
ought not to be voted for in the distribution bill; if | 
right, it ought not to be rejected in its own bill. 

Thre whole proceeding, he said, had been not | 
only a violation of parliamentary rules and pro- 
ee in respect to him, but an injury to the 

tate of Missouri, and, besides that, an insult to 
her. ‘That State wished to have the grant; she 
was entitled to it, upon the same principle that 
Ohio had received a million of acres, Alabama 
four hundred thousand, and Illinois and Indiana 
near half a million each. This she was entitled 
to, and the Legislature of the State had passed 
resolutions claiming the grant, and had also 
o resolutions against the land distribution 

ill. In this state of the question, it was not 
only a wrong, but it was an insult to the State to 
take the grant which she had asked for, and put 
it into a bill which had received a veto, and would 
almostcertainly receive it again, and against which | 
she had instructed her delegation to vote; and 
thus say to her, in effect, that she should not have 
the grant she applied for, unless she would take | 
also what she objected to;-and it was laying her 
Senators under the necessity of voting against a 

rant to their own State. This had happened. 

e had voted against the grant himself, when 
found in the land bill of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. as and the newspapers of a 
certain party had taken great pains to emblazon 
that vote; but the intelligent and high-spirited 
people of Missouri sustained him in his course, 
and were indignant at the outrage to herself and 
the trick upon her Senator. 

Another feature of this case Mr. B. would 
mention. His bill had been buried in the Land 
Committee of 1833-34 for seven months. He 
brought it in as soon as Congress met; it went to 
the Public Land Committee, and it remained there 
till the end of the session in June, and was then 
returned among the unconsidered business of the 
committee. [Here Mr. B. inquired of the Secre- 
tary who composed that committee? The Secre- | 
tary gave hii alist of the names. He read some of | 
them: Mr. Poindexter, Mr. Clay, Mr. McKean, 
&c.] He said that a member of the committee 
told him he had never heard of it in committee; 
and when at the end of the session his bill was 
returned among the unconsidered business of the 
committee, he had called the attention of the 
Senate to the fact, by way of showing how his 
bill had been treated, and he had also sent an 




















attestation of the fact to the Governor of the || and it was decided in 
State, to be shown to the members of the Gene- || nays 8, as follows: 
ral Assembly. Thus had he been treated, and | 


not himself only, but the State whose Senator he | 
was, and whose interests were thus trampled || 
upon. For several years he had annually brought || 
in this bill. It was now before the Senate again, || 
and‘in a duplicate form. It was in a billby itself, | 
and it was also in the land distribution bill. In | 
the Jatter bill it could never pass; in the bill by | 
itself it might pass, and certainly would, unless | 
the spectacle was exhibited of those refusing to || 
vote for it in one bill and voting for it in another. |! 
The Senator from Ohio (Mr. Ewina] intended to || 
exhibit that spectacle for one, but he knew of no | 
others, and presumed that the majority of those 
who voted for it in one bill would do it in the |; 
other; as right was right, whether it was found 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in his bill or in that of the Senator from Kentucky, | 
(Mr. Cray.]} 
Mr. B. said that six of the new States were | 
interested in the bill. They all claimed grants on | 
the same principle that Ohio had obtained hers. 
Ohio had received a million and six thousand 
acres for internal improvement. This quantity 
was stated to him in writing by the late Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office,{Mr. Hayward.] Mis- | 
souri, Mississippi, and Louisiana had received | 
nothing; Alabama, Indiana, and Illinois had re- 
ceived less than halfa million each; and his bill 
proposed that each of these six States should re- | 
ceive half as much as Ohio. The application was | 
moderate, for they might well demand the same } 
All of them | 





quantity that Ohio had received. | 
had the same interest in the issue of his motion; | 
for all these grants had been seized upon, and | 
crammed into the distribution bill, to swell the | 
mass of temptation which that bill held out; they | 
had all been vetoed in that bill, and would, judg- | 
ing from the President’s messages, be vetoed | 

| 

! 


again, if kept in it, They should all go ina bill | 
by themselves. ‘They were in a bill by them- 
selves before they were engulphed in the maw | 
of the distribution bill. They had been in that 
maw about as many years as Somali was days in 
the whale’s belly, and he now meant to get them || 
out of it, and must appeal to the justice of the 





Senate—it was the first time he had ever made 
such an appeal—he must appeal to their justice 
to restore him his Dill, and let it stand or fall upon | 
its own merits. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said there was a slight 
difference between the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Benton] and himself. He had combined 
the amount of lands given to Ohio with grants for 
colleges and salt reservations. 

Mr. BENTON meant grants for internal im- 
provements alone. 

Then, said Mr. EWING, he is mistaken as to 
the amount. He (Mr. Benton] asked whether 
we intend to vote in good faith. I do not (said 
Mr. E.) vote in good faith or bad faith for any 

articular State. I vote in good faith for what I 
lieve to be the benefit of all the States. 

Mr. PORTER would vote for both the amend- || 
ments and the bill with the same readiness that || 
he would vote for the general land bill, as an act || 
of justice to Louisiana and all the new States. | 
He should also vote for the general land bill, for 
the surplus revenue had so increased that he saw | 
no other way of getting rid of it on fair princi- | 
ples. He should vote for the grant to the State 
of Missouri with other new States, as a general 
clause. He thought the Senator from Missouri | 
[Mr. Sets) entirely too sensitive about the | 
course his bill had taken; there might be good 
reasons why Senators from old States refuse to 
vote for it now, and were willing to vote for it in 
the general land bill. 

r. CALHOUN inquired whether the princi- 
ples contained in this bill were not contained in 
the bill of the same nature introduced by the 
Senator from Mississippi? 

Mr. WALKER replied that the equalizing 
principle was. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the bill introduced 
by the Senator from eer had been refer- 
red to a select committee, and they ought at least 
to wait for the report of that committee, before 
they proceeded further with thisbill. He would 
move, therefore, to lay it on the table. 

The question was then taken on this motion, 

the affirmative—yeas 26, 








YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Shadi’ 








Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Goldsborough, Grundy 
Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, Kent, King of Alxbama, King of 
Georgia, Knight, McKean, Naudain, Niles, Prentiss, Pres. 
ton,. Robbins, Shepley, Swift, Tomhason, and, White—26. 

NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Black, Linn, Nicholas, Porter, 
Robinson, Ruggles, and Walker—8. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; after which it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, 4pril 8, 1836. 


The following resolutions were submitted on 
leave, and agreed to: 

By Mr. MORGAN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


|| sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 


placing George Cox and Absalom Rogers, of V 
the pension roil. 


By Mr. PEARCE, of Maryland: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the propriety of es- 
tablishing the following post routes, viz: From Port Des 
ite, in Cecil county, Maryland, through Principia and 
orth East, to Elkton, in said county; also, from Church 
Hill, in Queen Anne county, Maryland, through Roe’ 
Cross roads, the Beaver Dams and Bullocktown,in the 
same State and county, to Dover, in the State of Delaware. 


Mr. HANNEGAN asked the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the bill providing for the graduation and 


» On 


|| reduction of the price of the public lands be made the 


special order of the day for Tuesday succeeding the day on 
which the special order concerning the ordinary appropria- 
tion bills shall be complied with, or so soon as the same 
shall have been disposed of, and for each succeeding day 
thereafter, Fridays and Saturdays excepted, until the 
questions involved in the final dispositions of the public 
domain shall have been determined. 

Objection being made, Mr. HANNEGAN 
moved to suspend the rules for the purpose indi- 
cated; and as he wished to know distinctly what 
course gentlemen intended to take upon that im- 
portant subject, he asked for the yeas and nays 
on his motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said if the gentleman 
would modify his resolution, so as to include in 
it the bill regulating the deposits of the public 
moneys in certain local banks, he would most 
cheerfully vote for it. 

Mr. HANNEGAN had no objection, and 
would so modify his resolution. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND moved to amend the re- 
solution by including also the light-house and 

harbor bills. 

The CHAIR remarked, that until the resolu- 
tion was in possession of the House, a motion to 
amend it was not in order. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the rules for the purpose indi- 
cated—yeas 74, nays 75; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Ashley, Bailey, Bean, 
Bell, Boon, Bunch, William B. Calhoun, Cambreieng, 
Carter, Casegs, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coffee, Corwin, Dickerson, Duniap, Everett, 
Farlin, French, Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, Glaseock, 
Granger, Joseph Hall, Hitand Hall, Hannegan, Mirdin, 
Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, i 
Holsey, Howell, Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lawler, Lay, Luke Lea, Loyali, Lyon, 
Maury May, McKennan, McKim, Mercer, Montgomery, 
Page, James’ A. Pearce, P w, Phelps, Rencher, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, ne, William B. Shepard, 
Shields, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, John Thomson, 
Waddy Thompson owns, Underwood, Washingtoa, 
Weeks, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—74. 

NAYS—Mesers. Heman Allen, Anthony, Ash, Barton, 
Bockee, Bond, Bouldin, Bovee, Campbell, George Cham-~- 
bers, Chaney, Nathanici H. Claiborne Clark Concer ates 
Crainer, Cushing, Deberry, Denny, Effner, Evans, Fairfield, 
Philo C. Fuller, William K. Puller, Grantiand, Grenneil, 
Griffin, Haley. Samuct 8. Harrison, Hoar, Hopkins, Hubley, 
Ingersoll, Ing » William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jen- 
ifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Judson, Kennon, Kil- 
ices Klingensmith, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 

homas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, Joh Mann, Wii- 
liam Mason, Moses Mason, McComas, McLene, Morgan, 
Morris, Owens, Parker, Parks, Dutee J. Pearce,.Potts, Reed, 
Robertson, Seymour, Sickles, Smith, Storer, Sutherland, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Turner, Turrill, Vinton, and Whit- 
tlesey—75. 

WISCONSIN TERRITORY. 

The House, on motion by Mr. MAY, pro- 
ceeded to execute the special order, being a bill 
to establish the territorial government of Wis- 
consin. ; 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
by adding to the clause in relation to the southern 
boundary line, the words, ‘‘es already fixed by 
Congress,”” was concurred in. 
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The Committee of the Whole further amended 
the bill by striking out the grant of ten thousand 
acres of fand, the proceeds of which should be 


inserted $20,000 for the same purpose. 
Mr. BOND moved to amend the amendment 


and asked the yeas and nays on the motion: 
which were ordered. 

Mr. B. had but a few words to say in sup- 
port of his motion. He believed, if gentlemen 


be said in favor of the amendment. He consid- 


forthe use of the Legislative Council. Thatsum 
and there was no necessity for raising extrava- 
gant ones, as they were to be but temporary. In 
the Indian territory the 
which cost $20,000; but they had as comfortable 
accommodations as were necessary. The sum he 


acres of land at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
the acré. He was in favor of giving enough, 
but no more than enough. The State of Ohio 
had not for some time a building, for the use of 
her Legislature, worth $20,000. He therefore 


not to be permanent. 

Mr. JONES thought that $12,500 would not 
be sufficient for the purpose of erecting suitable 
buildings. ‘The gentleman had said that the 
buildings were to be temporary. He admitted 
that; but if they had good buildings, after the 
Government no longer needed them, they might 
turn them into a college. He hoped the appro- 
priation would not be reduced. 


to be sure, desirable that appropriations should 
be as small as possible; but, when it was to be 
considered that this Territory was on the extreme 
borders of the United States, it was difficult to 
get mechanics; and, when they were procured, it 
took considerable money to pay them. There- 
fore, he conceived the sum of $20,000 would be 


might be, if the buildings were to be erected in 
this part of the country, that as much might be 
done for $12,500 as could be done in Wisconsin 
for $20,000; but when money was plenty he 
thought this Territory ought to have enough to 
raise her convenient and comfortable buildings. 
Again: when money was plenty, it required more 
of it to erect such buildings than when it was 
scarce, on account of the advanced price of labor 
and materials. - He hoped, too, that gentlemen, 
when they were voting liberal appropriations 
for navy-yards and other — works on the 
sea-board, would also act liberally towards the 
West. 

Mr. BOON had not intended to say a word on 
the subject, nor would he do so now, were it not 
that he would be called upon to give his vote by 
yeas and nays. He should vote for the proposed 
amendment upon the same consideration which 
had induced another branch of Congress to give 
ten thousand acres of land to the Territory. Be- 
sides that, some twenty years ago he had the 
honor of being a representative of the Territory 
of Indiana, and they then passed as salutary 
laws in a log cabin as had ever since been passed 


in their fine State-house; and they got along just 


as comfortably then as they do now. He con- 
sidered $12,500 sufficientto erect asuitable build- 


a | 
r. PARKER expressed a desire that the ap- || 


Po O00 we would not be reduced. He thought 


,000 was a small enough sum. 


Mr. KINNARD differed in opinion with his | 


colleague [Mr. Boon.] It appeared to him that 
to abe an appropriation of $20,000 would be to 
consult the best interests of the Government, as 
these appropriations most assuredly would en- 
hance the value of the public domain. If they 
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by striking out $20,000, and inserting $12,500, | 


would seriously consider the question, little need || 


ered that $12,500 was amply sufficient to build a | 
house which was to be but a temporary building | 
of money would erect very comfortable buildings, | 
never had buildings || 
proposed was just the price of the ten thousand | 


' 

‘|| would make the 
' 
| 


insisted that, although the Treasury was full, yet | 
there was no reason why they should make ex- | 
travagant appropriations for objects which were | 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, said that it was, || 


small enough to construct suitable buildings. It | 


I be, that they would receive in return $40,000 for 
|| the public lands in the vicinity. As to Indiana, 
|| which had been alluded to, she has had less from 


|| ries. She had not had a dollar to make roads, 
|| and nothifg to build a temporary seat of govern- 
‘| ment. To be sure, she had four sections of public 
|| lands allowed her; but he contended that even the 
|| granting of those lands were a speculation to the 
| Government, 
| be left at $20,000. 
|| Mr. BOND said the gentleman from Illinois 
|| [Mr. Reynoips] contended, that, because they 
| had voted large sums of money yesterday for 
| navy-yards on the sea-board, they were bound 
|| to-day to vote extravagant sums for Wisconsin 
|| Territory. That was one of the great evils in 
|| this kind of legislation—this bargain-making sys- 
|| tem of SerrepTrenens From the course of things, 
| it seemed to him that danger was to be appre- 
| hended from this kind of proceeding; and they 
ought to be more watchful to prevent this system 
from creeping in. The gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. eee thought a large appropriation 
and more valuable in the vicinity. 
Mr. B. did not believe that the building of a large 
|| house would enhance the value of the public lands. 
Ifthey were to establish a permanent seat of gov- 
ernment there, that circumstance might have a 
tendency to raise the price of the public lands, 
| Hedid not think they should do for this Territory 
| what they had not done for any previous one. 
| 





They were told that labor was high, and me- | 
| chanics were not to be procured. He contended, | 


| however, that mechanics could be taken there 
from a distance, and a comfortable building 

| erected for less than $12,500. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bonp’s 

‘| amendment; and it was decided in the negative— 

| yeas 60, nays 117; as follows: 


| YEAS— Messrs. Chilton Allan, Bell, Bockee, Bond, 


Dickerson, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, 


| 


kins, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Hubley, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph 


Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Lawler, Luke | 
Lea, Lewis, Logan, Loyail, Martin, Maury, MeLene, | 


Montgomery, Morgan, Parks, Peyton, Pheips, Rencher, 
Robertson, Russell, Standefer, Underwood, Vinton, Web- 
ster, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—60. 


| NAYS — Messrs. Heman Allen, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, 
Bailey, Barton, Bean, Bovee, Buchanan, Burns, William B. | 
Calhoun, Cambreleng, Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, | 


|| John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coffee, Craig, Cra- 
mer, Cushing, Cushman, Denny, Doubleday, Effner, F 
French, Fry, PhiloC. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, 
|| James Garland, Gillet, Glaseéck, Granger, Grantland, 
Graves, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 


Holsey, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, it 

Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kin- 
nard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lawrence, Lay, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, Lyon, Job Mann, Man- 
ning, Join Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses Mason, 
May, McCarty, McKennan, McKim, Mercer, Miller, 
Moore, Morris, Muhlenberg, Owens, P. 
son, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, 
ney, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, 
Rogers, Seymour, Augustine H. Shep 


a 


i The other amendment of the Committee of the 
‘| Whole was then concurred in. 


i Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, renewed the 
‘| amendment offered by him in Committee of the 
|| Whole, to strike out the clause appropriating the 
| sum of $5,000 for the purchase of a library for the 
use of the territorial government, and asked for the 
| yeas and nays; which were not ordered. 

| Mr. SPEIGHT briefly opposed the amend- 
/ment. There was no instance of a territorial 
government having been formed of late years 
without a provision of this kind; and nearly all 
the States possessed libraries. 

Mr. HAMER alsoadvocated the appropriation. 
There ought at least to be a small law library at 
the seat of the territorial government, for the use 
| of the prdges as well as for the use of the mem- 
|| bers of the Legislative Council. The sum pro- 
| posed was a very inconsiderable one, and he 


1} 


} 
} 





| 


| 





made a large appropriation it would attract public || trusted it would be agreed to. 


attention to the new country. 
the attention of capitalists and settlers, and the 
of course would purchase the public lands. I 
they appropriated $20,000 the consequence would 


lt would attract || 


Mr. JOHNSON said a few words in support 
| of hisamendment. The proposition was without 
‘a precedent, and Congress had refused to give a 

library to the Supreme Court and to the Attorney 





He hoped the appropriation would 


|| Boon, Boyd, Bunch, Carter, George Chambers, Chapman, | 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Deberry, | 
| 


Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Hawes, Haw- | 


arlin, | 


8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, | 


enry | 


e, Parker, Patter- | 
ettigrew, Pinck- | 


o rd, Shields, Sickles, | 
Smith, Speight, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, | 
Thomas, John Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, | 
Ward, Washington, Weeks, White, and Whittlesey—117. | 





i General of the United States, byt it seemed every 
thing was to be done for this Territory. 
r. SPEIGHT rejoined. The judges of the 


applied to the erection of public buildings, and || the Government than any other of the Territo- || Supreme Court and the Attorney General had free 


|| access to the library of Congress; and it was on 
| that ground the proposition to provide a library 
.| for the latter officer was o Seeadk . 
} The amendment was then rejected without a 
| count. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bil! 
| by striking out so much thereof as allowed the 
| Gua of the Wisconsin Territory an annial 
|| salary of $2,000 as Governor, and $1, as super- 
| intendent of Indian affairs; and to insert, in tieu 
|| thereof, ** an annual salary of $2,500 for his ser- 
|| Vices as Governor, and as superintendent of In- 
| dian affairs.”’ 
| Mr.U.,in support of the proposed amendment, 
, said that he had for some time been impressed 
| with the great disparity in the salaries allowed b 
|| the General Government, and those allowed by 
| the different States for similar services. He could 
| perceive no good reason for the great difference 
| made, and he was anxious to see greater equality 
|| prevail. The Governor of Kentucky heretofore 
, received a salary of $2,000 only. The Legisla- 
|| ture, at their last session, increased it to $2,500. 
i Thus the Governor of a State, possessing a pop- 
|| ulation approximating to a million of souls, was 
|| allowed only $2,500, while this bill provided a 
| salary of $3,500 for the Governor of a Territory 
| whose population was not sufficiently numerous 
to justify the establishment of a State Govern- 
ment. hat reason can there be for this differ- 
ence? Are provisions—are those articles essential 
to a comfortable household establishment—is 
house rent—is labor more costly in Wisconsin 
than in Kentucky? He believed the fact to be, 
that everything essential to what may be called a 
good living was as cheap, or nearly so, in Michi- 
gan as in Kentucky. ake the whole together, 
he believed a family could be supported for less 
money in Wisconsin than in Frankfort, the seat 
of government in Kentucky, where the Governor 
resides. He had been told that the Wisconsin 
Governor would be heavily taxed by his hospi- 
tality to the Indians. tiene several members 
remarked that rations were allowed the Indians 
and charged to the Government, and that the 
‘| Governor would sustain no loss by supporting or 
feeding any of them.] Mr. U. said, whether 
|| taxed or not, he ventured the assertion that his 
|| expenses, on the score of hospitality to Indians 
and others, would never exceed those incurred by 
|| the Governor of Kentucky in entertaining his 
constituents and visiting strangers. 

Mr. U. said he disliked that provision of the bill 
which separated the services of the Governor, in 
\| his character of territorial chief magistrate, from 
|| his services as superintendent of Indian affairs, 
|| and allowed a separate salary for each description 
\| of service. He was desirous to pay the Gov- 
ernor an adequate salary for his whole time, for 
|| the whole three hundred and sixty-five days in 

the year, and then require him to perform all such 
duties as shall be prescribed by law. It wasa 
cunning device to cut up the services of our pub- 
lic servants into different classes, and then to pay 
a large salary for each class of services. It re- 

minded him of the conduct of a cobbler, who said 
he never sold a waxed end without making out 
bill of particulars., By doing it, he said he 


————— —— so 


would charge half a cent for the bristle, half a 
cent for splitting it, half a cent for putting it on, 
besides making as many charges for thread and 
wax; when, if he had asked a single cent for the 
body would call 


waxed end in the lump, eve 
him anextravagant dog. Mr. U.said he was for 
lumping it with the Wisconsin Governor. He 
would allow him for all his services $2,500 a year, 
equal to the salary of the Governor of Kentucky; 
and et that the proposed amendment wo 
revail. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, thought $2,500 
an ample salary, and even a liberal one; but, if 
the clause was unamended, the Governor of Wis- 
|| consin Territory would receive $1,000 more than 
the Governor-of Arkansas. 
|| Mr. VINTON moved to amend the amendment 
|| by striking out five, so as to leave the salary of 
i the Governor $2,000, which, he contended, was 
| quite enough in a country where living was almost 


| 
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as cheap as dirt. The Governor of Ohio received 
only $1,000 a year; and aes of the supe- 
rior courts in that State $1,250, where living was 
almost double what it would be in Wisconsin for 
many years to come. 

My. WISE would suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that the amount of salary was a mat- 
ter of perfect indifference to the man who might 
be appointed Governor of this Territory, where 
there was such an abundance of the public lands 
to be got hold of. By combining the two offices 
of Governorand superintendent of Indian affairs, 
it was a matter of indifference whether yeu give 
him one cent or one million, for he would be sure 
to get enough out of the public Treasury some 
way or another. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired how 
much the Governor of Michigan received ? 

Mr. ASHLEY replied that he understood he 
received $1,500 for his service as Governor, and 
he formerly received an additional salary of $1,000 
as superintendent of Indian affairs, a mode of 
payment which he briefly advocated on the ground 
that the duties of superintendent of Indian affairs 
would be shortly abolished on the removal of the 
Indians to the West. He was also in favor of a 
liberal salary, for the labor and responsibility 
would be great, aud the expenses more than gen- 
tlemen were aware of. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that the salar 
Governor of Arkansas was $2,000, an 


of the 
he for- 


merly received an additional $500 for his extra ' 


services. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
for the yeas and nays on Mr. Vinton’s amend- 
ment, but they were not ordered; and the amend- 
ment was then rejected—ayes 75, noes 76. 

Mr. UnpEerwoop’s amendment was then agreed 


to. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to strike out ** $5,000;”” 
and insert ‘** $2,000,”’ in the clause providing for 
the purchase of a library for the Government; 
which was lost—ayes 68, noes 72. 

Mr. HOWELL proposed an amendment with 


reference to the boundary; which, after being | 


opposed by Messrs. JONES, of Michigan, HAR- 
DIN, THOMAS, TOUCEY, and HAMER, was 
rejected without a count. 

r. CUSHMAN moved to amend the clause 
relative to the duration of the terms of the judges, 
by striking out ‘‘ during good behavior,”’ and in- 
serting ‘* for five years.”’ 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that it be made four 


ears—the same as it was in Arkansas; which | 


r. CusHMAN accepted as a modification. 
Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment; which being ordered— 


Mr. W. addressed the House in opposition to | 


the amendment, on the ground that it was an 
innovation, the tendency of which was to increase 
executive patronage. 


office was the only one where the President of the 


United States could not remove an officer after he | 


was once appointed. 
be adopted, at the end of four 
judge might be turned out, an 
avoritggmight be putin. 
of a new and dangerous principle in the Federal 
judiciary, and one he trusted never to see adopted. 

Mr. LANE said a few words in support of the 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEIGHT appealed to the mover to with- 
draw it. 

Mr. WISE then read the following clause of 
the Constitution of the United States: 


a The judicial power of the United States shall be vested 
one 


™ 


yee a worthy 


may from time to time ordain andestablish. The 
judges, both of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold 
their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services a compensation wiich shall not 
be diminished during their continuance in office.’’ 

Mr. W. read this section to the House (he 
a as persuasive authority to the House to 
establish the same principle in the Territories. 
Mr. HAMER denied that this amendment pro- 

the introduction of a new 


ongress had changed the act wi 
Michigan 5 
Arkansas 


reference to 


lished, | 
from Virginia was correct as to the courts of the 
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he only tenure heretofore | 
had been during good behavior; and the judicial | 
If this amendment should | 


an unworthy || 
It was the introduction | 


upreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the | 


prs: for || 


about the year 1826 or 1827; and in | 
the same principle had also been estab- 
and was still in force. The gentleman | 


'| United States in the States; but this was the first 
| time he had heard that Congress had not the 
| power to pass a law having force in the Territo- 
| ries alone. 
| Mr. HOAR opposed the amendment on the 
| same ground taken by Mr. Wise, that it would 

| be an innovation, and a very dangerous one, upon 

‘| the Constitution of the United States. If the 


rinciple had been before adopted, it must have | 


, been an act of inadvertence. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Maryland, a member of the 
| Committee on the Territories, explained that this 
subject had been under discussion in that com- 
‘mittee. He referred to the clause of the Consti- 
| tution, and maintained that no distinction could 
' be fairly drawn between the United States judi- 
‘| clary in the States and that in the Territories. 
| Mr, TOUCEY would prefer to have the amend- 
| ment withdrawn, for it was a matter of very little 
' import, since in two or three years from this 
‘| time, Wisconsin would be entitled to admission 

into the Union, and therefore the judges would 
| go out of office, as a matter of course, before the 
term contemplated by the amendment. He, there- 
| fore, appealed to the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire to withdraw it. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, premising that he was one 

of the friends of the bill, and therefore unwilling 
| to delay it, for he had no idea that the amendment 
| would have provoked a protracted discussion, ac- 
' cordingly withdrew it. 

The amendments concurred in were then or- 
| dered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
| having been engrossed, the bill, as amended, was 
‘| then read the third time and passed. 
| Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the orders of 
| the day. 
| Mr. ROBERTSON asked the consent of the 
‘| House to offer the following resolutions; which 

were read for information: 


RETRENCHMENT OF PUBLIC EXPENSES. 


1. Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 
|| duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House what re- 
| trenchments, if any, can be made, with safety to the public 
| interests, in the annual expenses of Congress. 

2. Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be toinquire and report to this House whether 
any retrenchment can be made, with safety to the public in- 
terest, in the expenses of the Treasury Department; whether 
an effective system of accountability for the collection and 
disbursement of the public money is there established ; 
whether banks be necessary for the fiscal purposes of this 
Government; whetber the intercourse of the Department 
|| with the deposit banks, on any of them, has been, or is 
|| conducted, through the instrumentality of an intermediary 
| agent; if so, whether such agent receives compensation for 
| 


| 


| his services; and if so, by whom the same is paid; and 
| whether communications between such agent and the De- 
| partment are verbal, or in writing, and regarded by the De- 
| partment as public and official, or private and contidential; 
whether it is, or has been, the practice of the Department to 
make transfers of public money from one bank or place of 
deposit to another, for the accommodation, use, or benefit 
of banking institutions, or for any other purpose than to 
meet the exigencies of the Government; whether it is, or 
has been the practice or usage of the Department, to draw 
| from the Treasury money appropriated for the public service, 


in sums not necessary forimmediate use; ifso, to what ex- 
tent and for what purpose ; and whether, in any case, pay- 
|| ments of money are, or have been made or authorized, out 
| of money in the hands of public collectors, or in places of 
|} deposit, without previous appropriation or previous war- 


|| rant. 

| _ 3. Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House what re- 

|} trenchments, if any, can be made with safety to the public 

| interest, in the expenses of the Navy Department. 

| _ 4. Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 

'} duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House what re- 

|{ trenchments, if any, can be made in the expenses of the 

|| Department of War. 

|| 5. Resolved, That a select committec be appointed, whose 

duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House what 

|| retrenchments, if any, can be made with safety to the public 

| interest, in the expenses of the department of Indian af- 





|! fairs ; whether any defects exist in the organization or reg- 
|| ulation of the said department, or abuses in the manage- 
|| mentof its affairs; and, if so, in what manner the same 
|| should be corrected or prevented. 
|| 6. Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose 
| duty it shall be to inquire, and report to this House what 
retrenchment, if any, can be made with safety to the public 
|| interest, in the expenses of the General Land Office, and 
|| bounty land office ; whether any defects exist in the organ- 
| ization or regulations of said offices, or neglect of duties 
|| confided to those who have the management or superin- 


|| remedying such defects, 
'| such abuses. Also, to inquire what abuses or 
sales of the public land 
several land offices, or 
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'| tendency of the said offices; and, if so, the best means of 
or of correcting and preventing 
frauds, if 
any, have taken place, or exist in the management of the 

by the registers or receivers of the 
! by other persons ; whether any ille- 
gal or improper speculations have been entered into by the 
said registers or receivers in the lands sold by them, or in 
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the Indian reservations ; whether the said registers er re- 
ceivers, or any of them, have received compensation from 
persons applying to become purchasers of the public lands, 
or have become interested in their purchases; whether the 
said receivers have duly and faithfully paid over the moneys 
received by them according to instructions from the Treas- 
ury Department; and, in general, to inquire into the man- 
agement of the offices of the said registers and receivers, 
and inte the manner o, making sales or purchases of public 
lands; to point out the defects or frauds, if any, in such 
management and sales, and suggest such measures as the 
| public interest may require. 
| 7. Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed, whose 
| duty it shall be to revise the jaws relative to the privilege of 

tranking ; to inquire into the expediency of limiting, or more 
accurately defining, the said privilege ; of authorizing the 
| transmission of all public documents, official communice- 
tions, and newspapers, free of postage, and of increasing 
the postage upen magazines and pampbiets, other than those 
| published by order ot Congress, or either House thereof. 

8. Resolved, That the several commitiees appointed to 
inquire into the amen retrenching the expenses of 
| the several Departments, be instructed to inquire whether 
| any abuses exist in soliciting or procuring clerkships or ap- 
| pointments in the same, and in the payment or receipt of 

the salaries annexed to such clerkships or appointments. 

9. Resoived, That each of the foregoing committees be 
authorized to send for persons and papers, and to repert by 
bill or otherwise. 


Objection being made, 

Mr. MILLIGAN moved to suspend the rules, 

_ in order to enable the gentleman from Virginia to 
submit his resolutions, and asked for the yeas and 

nays on the motion; which were ordered, and 

were—yeas 83, nays 83. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, 
(two thirds being necessary,) and the resolutions 
were not received. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
| The CHAIR laid before the House a commu- 
| nication from the Secretary of War, transmittin 
| statements of the accounts and disbursements o 
| Indian agents; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Indian Affairs. 


| PEA PATCH ISLAND. 

| The bill to authorize a compromise, and to 
| 

| 

} 

i 


\ 
|! 
iL 
' 
| 


secure to the United States the title to the Pea 
Patch Island, in the river Delaware, was taken up. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MILLIGAN, 
THOMSON of Ohio, and HARDIN, the latter 
moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until Friday next. 

Some suggestions were made by several mem- 
bers in reference to the proposed postponement, 
and also explanatory statements connected with 
the sopriety of passing the bill; when 
Mr. LANE moved an adjournment; which car- 
ried, and 

The House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, April 9, 1836. 

| Mr. ROBERTSON rose and asked leave to 
| make a brief statement to the House, connected 
| with the subject of one of the resolutions sub- 
| mitted by him on yesterday. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
| would be allowed to make his explanation. 

No objection being then made, Mr. ROBERT- 
SON proceeded. he resolution to which he 
referred was the 10th of the series submitted by 
him, as follows: 

Resolved, That it be a standing rule of this House, that, 
| in the appointment of all committees, standing or select, 
| by the Speaker, it shall be his duty to appoint a majority, at 
| the least, of the members thereof, without respect a: 

of the individuals in his judgment most competent most 
disposed to perform the duties prescribed to said committees 


respectively, and promote the objects contemplated in their 
| appointment. 


Mr. ROBERTSON said it would be recollected 
by the House, that on yesterday he offered a 
series of resolutions, having chiefly for their object 
the appointment of a number of investigating 
committees on the great and interesting subject 
of retrenchment and reform. Subjoined to these 
resolutions was one proposing an alteration in 
the manner and rule of appointing the standing 
committees of that House, and much to his sur- 

rise he found that this resolution was construed 
f gentlemen on both sides of the House as im- 
sletee a direct censure upon the present 8 er, 
and calculated to wound his fee ings. e now 

rose for the purpose of frankly and voluntarily 
| disavowing any such intention; and further, to 
state explicitly his inducement for offering it. 
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emttin anette ———————— 


The resolution was very hastily drawn by him in 
hie sont, a few moments only before he submitted 
it; buthe did not suppose, nor intended to convey 
the idea, that the present Speaker had departed 
from the ordinary usage and rule in the manner 
in which he had appointed the committees of the 
House. On the contrary, Mr. R. supposed that 
the Speaker had done nothing more than conform 
to that usage—a usage that had prevailed, for aught 
he knew, as far back as the origin of the Govern- 
ment. Mr.R.’s sole object (he said) in that res- 
olution, was to embody what he held to be the 
true parliamentary usage in the formation of com- 
mittees; that the members should be selected 
solely with reference to the object for which the 
committees were constituted, and not with respect 
to party or political considerations. Itcould not 
have escaped the attention of every one; nay, it 
was, he believed, a well-known fact which could 
not be disguised, that, in the organization of the 
committees of the House, not during the present 
session only, but he presumed for a long period 
back, they had been so constituted as to consist, 
almost invariably, not the heads only, but a major- 
ity of the members, of gentlemen of one political 
complexion. It was with this view, that he had 
recommended what appeared to him to be very 
just and proper, that the committees of that 

ouse should beconstituted solely with reference 
to the dispatch of business. He agair assured the 
Speaker personally, that there had been nothing 
in his intercourse towards him, (Mr. R.,) either 
in the chair or out of it, which could induce him 
to wound that gentleman’s feelings. 

While on the floor, he asked leave to withdraw 
that resolution; and it was his intention to sub- 
mit the others in a more condensed form, He 
should again ask the House to consider this sub- 
ject, for it was one of a most interesting and 
vital character to the people of the United States. 
It might be thought that it was late in the session 
to bring forward so important a proposition; but 
there had been little or no opportunity during 
this session for submitting resolutions, except on 
@ suspension of the rules, which required a ma- 
‘jority of two-thirds. Moreover, ina preceding 

ongress, a similar resolution, embodying in it- 
self the whole subject, and imposing the duty of 
the investigation upon a single committee, had 
been adopted at a later period —he believed as late 
as the 19th of April; and the resolution directing 
an inquiry into the management of the Post Office 
was adopted as late as the 26th day of June. 

There was one subject embraced in the resolu- 
tions, above all others, perhaps, oe interest- 
ing to the people in every part of the country, 
and which demanded the most rigid investiga- 
tion. He alluded to alleged abuses and frauds in 
the land office, and the sales of the public lands. 
The committee to whom this subject should be 
referred could not do justice to it without sitting 
during the recess of Congress. It should be con- 
stituted of members well versed in the subject, 
and who would visit the offices of the registers 
and receivers in person. With these remarks, he 
hoped the House would receive the propositions, 
and that the question would be taken on them 
without debate. He did not desire to debate any 
of them, in order that the whole subject might 
be brought directly before the House, without 
further on of time, by moving for a 
suspension of the rules, or taking the yeas and 


nays. 

Mr. TURRILL rose, and was proceeding to 
make some remarks, when 

The CHAIR interposed, and stated that there 
was no motion before the House. 

Mr. TURRILL remarked that as the gentle- 
man from Tapes had been permitted to make a 
statement, he desired to say a few words in reply. 
He objected to the gentleman’s motion. 

» Mr. ROBERTSON rose, but— 

Mr. WHITTLESEY appealed to che gentle- 
man to withdraw his motion then, to enable the 
committee to, ; te which 

Mr. ROBERTSON assented. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAMER, from the Committee on Forei 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Alexander 


Scott; which was read twicé and committed. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committée of 








| 
yeas and nayson his motion; which were ordered. 


Ways and Means, reported a bill remitting the 
| duties on merchandise destroyed by fire in the 


| port of New York; which was read twice and 
| committed. 


|_.Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 


Claims, reported a joint resolution referring the 
petition and papers of the heirs of Robert Fulton, 
deceased, to the Secretary of the Navy, to report 
thereon to Congress; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which was recommitted 
the bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Latham, deceased, reported the same with an 
amendment; which was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved a further amendment 
which was discussed by himself and Mr. MAY, 
unul the ton of the morning heur; when 
Rey WHITTLESEY called for the orders of 
the day. 


RETRENCHMENT RESOLUTIONS—AGAIN. 


Mr. ROBERTSON again asked the consent 
of the House to offer in a modified form, the 
resolutions proposed to be introduced by him on 
yesterday. 

Objection being made, Mr. ROBERTSON 
moved to suspend the rule, to enable him to offer 
the resolutions. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, asked for the read- 
ing of the resolutions. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY said, if there was no right 
under the rule, to ask for the reading of the res- 
olutions, he objected to their being read. 

The CHAIR said that the resolutions were not 
in possession of the House, and could only be 
read by unanimous consent. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved to sus- 
pend the rules, for the purpose of having the res- 
olutions read for information, and ‘asked for the 


Mr. WISE suggested that the motion of his 
colleague could be so framed as to supersede the 
motion of the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Gar.anp,} namely: by reading the resolution, 
and moving to suspend the rule for the purpose 
of offering it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL remarked, that this being 
private bill day, he would move to lay the two 
motions to suspend the rules on the table. 

Mr. ROBERTSON inquired of the Chair, 
whether, if the last motion prevailed, his resolu- 
tions would be spread upon the Journal. 

The CHAIR replied that if the resolutions had 
been read, they would have been entered on the 
Journal. As, however, they had not been read, 
= could not go upon the Journal. 

he question was then taken, and the motions 
to suspend the rules were laid on the table—yeas 
98, nays 75; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, 
Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Buchanan, Burns, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapin, Cleveland, Coffee, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cush- 
man, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Effner, 
Fairfield, Farlin, Fry, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, 
Glascock, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 
S. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hen- 
derson, Holsey, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham 
Jabez Jackson, William Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Richard 
M. Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kilgore, Kinnard, 
Lawrence, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, 
Mann, Manning, Moses Mason, William Mason, May, Mc- 
Keon, McKim, McLene, Moore, Owens, Faee, Parker, 
Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Rogers, Seymour, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Speight, Sutherland, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Turrili, Van- 
copes Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, and Whittle- 
sey—98. 

NAYS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Bell, Bond, Boyd, Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Cal- 
houn, Cambreleng, Carter, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. 
H. Claiborne, Corwin, Cushing, Darlington, Evans, Ever- 
ett, French, Philo C. Fuiler, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Grantiand, Grennel!, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Harper, 
Hazeltine, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Ingersoll, Jarvis, Jeni- 
fer, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, Lawier, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, Martin, John Y. 
Mason, M x McCarty, McComas McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Morgan, Morris, James A. Pearce. P. aren, Ets, 
Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Rassell, William B. Shepard, 
Augustine Ht She rd, Blade, Bloane, | er, Stande- 

r, Storer. rro, Underwood ton, Washington 
White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—75. 
__The resolutions of Mr. Rosertson, as mod- 
ified, were as follows: 


1. Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed, whose 
itshall be to inquire what retrenchment, if any, can be 
made with safety to the public interest, on the annual 











, That a sele 
duty it shall be to inquire and report to this 
any retrenchment can be made, with safety fo the public 


Ouse whether 


interest, in the expenses of the Treasury Departinent; 
whetber an effective system of accountability for the col- 
lection and disbursement of the public money is there estab- 
lished ; whether banks be necessary for the Secal purposce 
of this Government; whether the intercourse of the De- 
partment with the deposit banks, or any of them, has been, 
or is, cOnducted through the instrumentality ofan internie- 
diary agent; if so, whether such agent receives compensa- 
tion for his services ; and if so, by whom the same is paid; 
and whether communications between such agent and the 
Department are verbal, or in writing, and regarded by the 
Department as public and official, or private and confiden- 
tial; whether it is, or has been, the practice of the Depart- 
ment to make transfers of public money from one bank or 
e of deposit to another, for the accommodation, use, or 
nefit of banking institutions, or for any other purpose than 
to meet the exigencies of the Government ; whether it is, or 
has been, the practice or usage of the Department, to draw 
from the Treasury, money appropriated for the public ser- 
vice, in sums not necessary for immediate use; if so, to 
what extent, and for what purpose; and whether, in any 
case, payments of money are, or have been, made or au- 
thorized out of moneys in the hands of public collectors, or 
in places of deposit, without previous appropriation or pre- 
vious warrant. 

3. Resolved, That a select committee be appointéd to in- 
quire what retrenchments, if any, can be seta with safety 
to the public interest in the expenses of the Departments of 
State, of War, and of the Navy ; also, to inquire whether 
any abuses exist in soliciting or procuring clerkships or ap- 
pointments in any of the Departments or bureaus of the 
Government, or in the payment or receipt of the salaries 
annexed to such clerkships or appointments. 

4. Resolved, Thataselect committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to inquire and report to this House what 
retrenchments, if any, can bé made with safety to the public 
interests, in the expenses of the Department of Indian Af- 
fairs; whether any defects exist in the organization or reg- 
ulation of the said Department, or abuses in the management 
of its affairs ; and, if so, in what manner the same should 
be corrected or prevented. : 

5. Resolved, ‘I'hat a select committee be appointed, whose 
duty it shail be to inquire, and report to this House, what 
retrenchment, if any, can be made with safety to the public 
interest, in the expenses of the General Land Office, and 
Bounty Land Office; whether any defects exist in the or- 
ganization or regulations of said offices, or neglect of duties 
confided to those who have the management or superintend- 
ency of the said offices; and, if so, the best means of 
remedying such defects, or of correcting and preventing 


| suchabuses. Also, to inquire what abuses or frauds, if any, 
| have taken place, or exist in the management of the sales 


of the public land, by the registers or receivers of the several 
land offices, or by other persons; whether any illegal or im- 
proper speculations have been entered into by the said regis- 


| ters or receivers in the lands sold by them, or in the Indian 


reservations ; whether the said registers or receivers, or any 
of them, have received compensation from persons apply- 
ing to become purehasers of the public oad oy or have be- 
come interested in their purchases ; whether the said réeceiv- 
ers have duly and fairly paid over the monéys received by 
them according to instructions from the Treasury Depart- 
ment; and in general to inquire into the management of the 
offices of the said registers and receivers, and intothe man- 
ner of making sales or purchases of public lands ; to point 
out the defects or frauds, if any, in such management and 
sales, and suggest such measures as the public interest may 

uire. 

- Resolved, That each of the foregoing committees eon- 
sist of —— members, be authorized to send for persons end 
papers, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HANNEGAN asked the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the second Monday in May, and the three 
succeeding days, after the hour of twelve o°* , be set 
apart for the consideration of the bill to graduate afid reduce 
the price of the public lands, and such other propositions 
as may be involved in the final settlement of the question 
provided so much time as above specified shall be required 
for the purpose. 


Objection being made, Mr. HANNEGAN 


| moved to suspend the rules, to enable him to offer 
his resolution, and asked that it be read for in- 
| formation. 


Mr. MERCER said, as a similar request had 
just been denied his respectable and honorable 
colleague, [Mr. Rosertson,] he must object to 
the reading of this resolution. 

Mr. HANNEGAN did notexpect to meet with 
this captious objection from the eae last up. 
He would, however, not press his proposition at 
that time. 

PUBLIC MONEY—R. M. WHITNEY. 

Mr. WISE rose again to ask the consent of 
the House (notwithstanding the notice which he 
said he had given, that he would not again press 
the proposition) to permit him to offer a resolu- 
tion in reference to the agency, &c., connected 


with the deposits of the public moneys. 





Mr. W. read the resolution, and remarked that 


he veral gentlemen had voted against 
its introduction ona former day on account of the 
reamble.. He had withdrawn the preamble, and 
e ho the resolution would be received and 
adopted without debate. 

Objection being made, Mr. WISE moved to 
suspend the rules, to enable him to present the 
resolution, and asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. ; 

Mr. FRENCH moved to lay the motion to 
suspend the rules on the table. ; 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays on the 
Jatter motion; which were ordered; and were as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Bean, Boon, Bovee, 
Buchanan, Craig, Crammer, Cushinan, Dickerson, Drom- 

e, Burns, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, Cleveland, Coffee, 
onnor, Dunlap, Effner, Fairfield, Farlan, French, Wil- 
tiam K. Fuller, Galbraith, Giflet, Glaseock, Joseph’ Hall, 
Hamer, ey Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harri- 
son, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, Howard, Hub- 
ley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jos- 
eph Johnson, Richard M. Jomuson, Cave Johnson, Ben- 
amin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, 
wrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leon- 
oe hoe Mannin , William Mason, Moses Mason, 
May, McKim, McLene, Moore, Owens, Page, Parker, 
Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Rogers, Sey- 
mour, Shina, Sickles, Smith, Speight, Sutherland, ‘Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Turrill, Vander- 
poel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, and Whittlesey 


NAYS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Boyd, Bunch, John Calhoon, 
Villian B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carter,George 
hambers, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H, Claiborne, 
Corwin, Crane ane Darlington, Doubleday, Evans, 
Everett, Fry, Philo C. uller, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
and, err Grantland, Grennell; Griffin, Haley, Hiland 
Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, Hoar, Hopkins, 
Howell, I li, Janes, Jarvis, Jeniter, Henry John- 
son, John . Jones, Lawler, Luke Lea, Lewis incoln, 
Love, Martin, John Y. Mason, McCarty, McComas, 
_McKeninati, Mercer, Milligan, Morgan, Morris, Pettigrew, 
Peyton, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Au- 
tine H, Shepperd, Shielis, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, 
ndefer,; Storer, Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, Wash- 
ington, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—82. 


So the motion to suspend the rules was laid on 
the table. 
BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were read the third time 
and passed: 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Michael Fenwick, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a lieu- 
tenant in the revolutionary war; 

A bill for the relief of Andrew Hoover, of In- 
di 


jana; 
A bill for the relief of Asa Armington; 
A bill for the relief of John Barkley; 
A bill for the relief of Amelia Leech; 
A bill for the retief of John F. Lewis; 
A bill for the relief of James Moore and Wil- 
liam Moore; 

A bill confirming to the legal representatives of 
Thomas F. Reddick a tract of six hundred and 
forty acres of land; 

A bill for the relief of James Bradford; 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Forbes, a spy 
in the late war; 
A bill granting a pension to Colonel Gideon 


Morgan; _ 
A bil for the relief of Israel Ingall; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of William 


relief of Joseph Nibert; 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Sykes; 

A bill for the relief of John Almond and George 
Woolsey; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Bennet and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of George Bender; and 

A bill for the relief of Henry Stoddart. 

Mr. HOWELL moved to reconsider the vote 
of this day, whereby the bill for the relief of 
Robert Allison was passed. ; 

The motion to reconsider was carried, and the 
bill was mene until Friday next. 

_ Mr, HA VEGAN moved an adjournment. 
VHITTLESEY asked for the yeas and 

na 

"Phe 


hich’ were ordered; and were—yeas 56, 
bill to’ authorize a compromise, and to secure to 







Hc yse resumed the consideration of the 
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the United States the title to the Pea Patch Island 
in the river Delaware. 

The bill was opposed at length by Mr. HAR- 
DIN, and advocated by Messrs. THOMPSON 
of South Carolina, and PEYTON, when the 
latter gave way to 

Mr. WISE, who moved an adjournment, but 
withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, on whose motion his | 
colleague [Mr. Ropertson]) had leave of absence | 
for ten days from Monday next. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpar, -4pril 11, 1836. 


Mr. NAUDAIN presented certain resolutions, 
adopted by the Legislature of Delaware, instruct- 
ing their Senators to vote against the expunging | 
resolution. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of the Corporation of Georgetown, District of | 
Columbia, praying for authority to sell a portion | 
of Langan and Fayette streets, in said town, ren- 
dered useless by the canal} which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of sundry 

ilots and masters of vessels lying at New Castle, 
Heleemades praying for an appropriation for the 
improvement of that harbor; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Commerce. | 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Leonard | 
Stockton and others, representing themselves to 
be privates in the fourth regiment of United States 
artillery, praying that a provision may be made 
by law for the appointment of a chaplain to said 
regiment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Jean Bap- 
tiste Jarvis, who served under General George 
Rogers Clark, praying for a pension; which was 
referred to.the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of 
Bernard O’Donnel; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Mar- 
tin Quincy and others, owners of the ship Nep- 
tune, praying that certain duties paid on said ship 
may be refunded to them; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the 

tition of Dr. Thomas Clark, reported a bill for 

1is relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals, to which the subject had been 
referred, reported a*bill making appropriations | 
for making certain roads in Arkansas; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which had been referred the petition 
of John A. Rodgers, reported a bill for his relief; 
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which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
James Ladieu. 

Mr.SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of James L. 
Cathcart, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been 
referred the joint resolution for changing the times 
of making contracts in the Post Office Department, 
mepored the same with amendments; which were 
read. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to suspend the discrimin- 
ating duties on merchandise imported in foreign 
vessels, so far as relates to the vessels of Portu- 
gal, and to reduce the duties on wines; which,was 
read, and ordered to a second reading; and on 
motion by Mr. Davis, and by unanimous con- 
sent, it was read the second time, and ordered to 
be e d for a third reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made unfavorable 

the eorers of the heirs of Captain’ 
the heirs of Richard McCarty. 
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Mr, LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
send to the Senate all the information in his possession re- 
lating to the Dry Tortugas; also, his opinion of its fitness 
as a naval station to protect and defend our commerce pass- 
ing the peninsula of East Florida. 

The joint resolution to expend. the balance of 
the appropriation for building the bridge across 
the Potomac, to the improvement of ryland 
avenue, leading to said bridge, was read the third 
time and . 

The bill giving effect to the eighth article of the 
ar with Spain came up on a third reading; 
and, 

On motion by Mr. KING, of Alabama, to allow 
time for further examination, was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to alter 
the terms of the district court of the United States 
for the middle district of Florida, 

The amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill establishing the territorial gov- 
ernment of Wisconsin were considered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the Senate 
refuse to accede to the amendment reducing the 
salary of the Governor; which motion was agreed 


to. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved to amend the 
amendment in relation to the appropriation for 
the public buildings in the new Territory, b 
striking out $20,000, and inserting $10,000; and, 
after some remarks from Messrs. CLAYTON, 
EWING, BENTON, GRUNDY, LINN, and 
KING, of Alabama, the motion of Mr. Ewe 
was rejected, and the amendments of the House 
were agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, twelve hundred 
extra copies of the reports of the Secretaries of 
War and Navy, on the subject of national de- 
fenses, were ordered to be printed; two hundred 
for the Engineer office, and one thousand for the 
use of the Senate. 

The bill to prohibit the circulation through the 
mails of incendiary publications was taken up 
as the special order; when 
_ Mr. KING, of Georgia, addressed the Senate 
in favor of the bill, and in opposition to the te- 
port; after which, 

On motion by Mr. KING, of Alabama, the 
bill was laid on the table. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill from 
the House to prescribe the mode of paying the 
pensioners of the United States was taken up; 
and, the amendment of the commitiee being con- 
curred in, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to appropriate, for g limited time, the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands came 
up as the general order. 

Mr. WALKER observed, that he had on Fri- 
day called the attention of the Senate to the bill 
allowing further time to complete certain pre- 
emption rights. If that bill (he said) was not 
acted on within eight or ten days, it would be 
— worth while to act on it at all; and he 
therefore hoped that the Senate would agree to 
postpone the general order for the purpose of 
taking up that bill. 

Mr. EWLNG moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays 
on this pa and they having been accord- 
ingly ordered, the motion was carried by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, ing 


| 


| 


bert, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Golds ;He 
of Georgia, Knigit, Naudain, Rives, Robbins, a, 
Southard, Swift, and Tomlinson—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Ewing of Il Grun- 
dy, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alebama, Linn, Porter, Ruggles, 


Shepley, Waiker, Wall, White, and Wright—15. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.. 
Mownpar, April 11, 1836.- 

The first business in order were the resolutions 
of the Legislature of Kentucky on the subject 
of the distribution of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands, the motion pending being the 
resolution of Mr. Wiuiams, of Kentucky, di- 
recting the Committee of Ways and Means to 
report a bill conformably to the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Kentucky. 
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Mr. PEARCE, of Maryland, rose to ask the 
consent of the House to submit a resolution, but 
yielded to 

Mr. SPEIGHT, who moved that the 


| resolutions 


| land, protesting against the expunction from the 


subject | Journals of the proceedings of either House of 





Mr. JENIFER offered to present certain 


passed by the Legislature of 


in order be postponed till Monday next, for the || Congress. 


purpose of presenting petitions and memorials, 
and of offering such resolutions only as would | 


give rise to no debate. 


Messrs, WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, and | olutions. and he should ask that they 
GRAVES, said a few words in opposition to the || 


Mr. THOMAS objected to the reception of the 
resolutions at this time. 

Mr. JENIFER asked for the er the res- 

e printed. 

Mr. 1‘HOMAS objected to any action on the 


motion, on the ground that the subject was avery || resolutions to-day,and hoped they would be laid 


important one, and it could only be discussed for | 


a single hour in the week. 


over until Monday next, when, under the rules, 
| they could be debated. 
Mr. BOON said he was also bound to vote || 


Mr. JENIFER said he had hoped that the res- 


against the motion on the following ground: The || olutions would have been presented either by his 


principles involved in these resolutions were prin- 


public lands. 


Mr. CHAPIN said he would suggest to the hon- | 


5: “ | 
orable gentleman from South Carolina to modify | 


his motion so as to obviate the objections raised, | 


tucky res ' 
called for petitions, after which the subject may | 


be resumed rr This subject had already || 
ast 


aoe the two petition days. Many mem- 
i 


bers had important 


two weeks. The further consideration of the | 
resolutions, at the present time, will embarrass | 
and delay the business of the House. 


The motion of Mr. Speicur was then agreed | 


to without a count. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then presented | 


Ry. Messrs. EVANS, HALL, and SMITH, of | 
a j 


ine; 
Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire; 


Messrs. CUSHING, LAWRENCE, GREN- | 


NELL, REED, HOAR, and CALHOUN, of 
Massachusetts; 
Mr. Catuoun 


oresented the a of the 
estern Railroad I 


orporation of Massachusetts, | 


for leave to lay out and construct their road upon || of the government of Maryland as would guard | 
land of the United States in Springfield, in Mas- || : y ones. | 


sachusetts. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont; 

Messrs. 
LENG, GRANGER, TAYLOR, J. 
HARD, HAZELTINE, CHAPIN, GILLET, | 
RUSSELL, and CHILDS, of New York; 

— Cuarin presentedthe petition of divers in- 
habitants of the county of Wayne, in the State of 
New York, asking an appropriation for the in- | 


provement of Port Bay, on Lake Ontario; which | 


was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, while on the subject || 


of bill No. 523.] 

Messrs. CHAMBERS, WAGENER, DARL- 
INGTON, HARRISON, ASH, BUCHANAN, 
MANN, DENNY, and SUTHERLAND, of 
Pennsylvania; 

(Mr. Mann 
inhabitants of 
a 

rom 


resented the petition of sundry | 
-dford county, Pennsylvania, 
for the establishment of a post route | 


the crossing of Juniata, Bedford county, Penn- 
sylvania; which was referred to the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Cuamsers presented a petition from the | 
citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, com- | 
plaining of the burdens imposed on the naviga- 


tion of the Ohio river in the payment of tolls to || 
the Louisville and Portland Canal Company; and || that the rule was suspended for the purpose of | 
that, whilst immense sums of money have been || receiving petitions, and such resolutions only as | 


titions lying on their tables, || 
9 
which they had had no opportunity to present for || 


| such, that the wn ag | 
| minority for years. U1 
| it ill becomes any man to parade before the | 





CRAMER, MASON, CAMBRE- || ture wou! 


LEE, |! 


: | colleague, or one of his friends from the city of 
ciples in the settlement of which the State he had || 


the honor in part to represent was vitally inter- || 
ested, and, from the votes heretofore taken, offered || 
the only opportunity for considering the bill for || 
the graduation and reduction of the price of the || 


Baltimore. He should have been happy to have 
had the benefit of their advice as to their disposi- 
tion; but he hoped they would be read, as he dis- 
covered a disposition to suppress them entirely. 
Mr. THOMAS said he was misunderstood by 
his colleague. He did not object to the reception 
of these resolutions on account of their contents. 
It was unnecessary to read them. He knew 


_ they professed to express the voice of the people 
that is, to — the consideration of the Ken- | 
» 


utions until the States shall be first | 


of Maryland. Now, whether they attempted to 
give that voice as to one question or another, he 
should equally protest against their reception this 
morning. The House had suspended its rules, 
to receive petitions and such resolutions as will 
give rise to nodebate. Wheneverany resolution 
shall be presented, designed to produce impres- 
sions as to the opinions of the people of Mary- 
land, he desired to have an opportunity to show 
that the Legislature of Maryland ought not to be 
considered a fair exponent of the popular will. 
The character of the Government of that State is 

have been ruled by the 
nder such circumstances, 


country resolutions of the Maryland Legislature 
as evidence that the people of the State are for or 
against any etree measure of national policy. 


| Let the gentleman present his resolutions on next 
other day, when the rules of the | 
House do not forbid all explanation or discussion; | 


Monday or an 


and then he [Mr. Tuomas] would take care to 
make such explanations as to the organization 


against false impressions. He would show that, 


| in consequence of the unjust apportionment of | 
|| representation, two thirds of the people might be 


for, and yet two thirds of the Maryland Legisla- 


national policy. If gentlemen are disposed to do 


that which is fair, they will not press the present- | 
| ation of these resolutions now, when all expla- 


nations are out of order. 

The resolutions were then laid over till Monday 
next. 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, with 
power to send ‘for persons and papers, to inquire into the 


| mode or agency of selecting the banks of deposit for the 


public money ; the contracts with the Treasury Department, 
by which they are regulated; the manner in which, and 


the persons by whom, such contracts are or have been made; | 


into all correspondence whatsoever, touching contracts for 


|| the deposit of the public money, and into all connection 
or relation, Official or unofficial, which exists or has existed | 
between any person or persons and the Treasury Depart- | 


ment, or between them and the deposit banks, or any in- 


ancock Maryland by way of War- || dividual or banks, touching the custody and the control and 
’ ’ ) mi 


deposit of the public money, or between any Department 


unofficial, connected with said Department, or said banks, 
touching the disbursement, safe-keeping, or deposit, of the 


| public money ; and that said committee have leave to report | 


by bill or otherwise. 


Its reception was objected to, on the ground 


appropriated and expended for foreign commerce | would not give rise to debate. 


and on the Atlantic coast, but little has been done | 


for inland commerce and navigation. The _peti- | 


Mr. WISE moved to suspend the rule, in order 


' to enable him to offer the resolution, and asked 


tioners ask Congress to make an appropriation || for the yeas and nays on his motion; which were 
to purchase out the individual stock in the Louis- |, ordered, and were—yeas 85, nays 82. 


ville and Portland Canal Company, and make | 


the navigation of the Ohio river free.] 


Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware; i] 
Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, WASHING- | 
TON, PEARCE, and JENIFER, of Maryland; |! 





So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 


| lution was not received. 


| Messrs. MASON and TALIAFERRO, of 
| Virginia; 


Atthis etage of the proceedings, Mr. TAL- 








d be against, any particular measure of | 





IAFERRO offered a resolution, to which Mr. 
WISE objected; and some conversation arose on 
the point of order, whether, under the resolution 
to suspend the rules adopted this morning, a 
single member could object to the reception of a 
resolution; and whether, if it was likely to give 
rise to debate, it must not be received, but must 
lie over for consideration at a future day. 

Mr. SPEIGHT explained in substance, that 
the intention of the motion he made was, that 
such resolutions as would give rise to debate 
should not be received. 

Some further conversation arose between 
Messrs. WISE, GILLET, SPEIGHT, Tov. 
CEY, EVANS, and the CHAIR, as to the con- 
struction of the order of the House; when the 
hour of one o’clock arrived, and the orders of 
the day were called for. 

Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of proceeding with the reception 
of petitions, memorials, and resolutions, and that 
such resolutions as should give rise to debats 
should lie over; which was negatived. 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of proceeding with the call 
of the States for petitions and memorials only; 
which was agreed to—yeas 120, nays not counted. 

Petitions and memorials were then further 

resented by Messrs. MERCER, JOHNSON, 
HOPKINS, and ROANE, of Virginia; 

Messrs. SPEIGHT, W. B. SHEPARD, and 
McKAY, of North Carolina; 

Messrs. CAMPBELL and MANNING, of 
South Carolina; 

Mr. TOWNS, of Georgia; 

Messrs. CALHOON, HARLAN, UNDER- 
WOOD, and JOHNSON, of Kentucky; 

Messrs. HUNTSMAN, FORESTER, and the 
SPEAKER, from Tennessee; 

Messrs. CRANE, JONES, PATTERSON, 
P. C. FULLER, (for Mr, WHITTLESEY,) 
KENNON, HAMER, and WEBSTER, of Ohio; 

(Mr. Hamer presented a petition of the citizens 
of Ohio, praying for a post route from Urbana, 
Ohio, to Maysville, Kentucky; also, petitions 
praying for a donation of land to the Zanesville 
and Maysville turnpike road, through the State 
of Ohio. 

Mr. Parrerson presented the petition of James 


Thompson, of Richland county, Ohio, a soldier 


of the revolutionary war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana; 

Messrs. HANNEGAN and KINNARD, of 
Indiana. Ce 

[Mr. Hanneean presented the petition of Peter 
Wells, a revolutionary soldier, praying to be 
placed on the pension roll. 

Mr. Lane asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to reporta bill, forthwith, authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to loan to the respective States all 
the present and accruing surplus revenue which shall re- 
main in the Treasury unappropriated or required for the 
ordinary and necessary expenses of the Government, with- 
out interest, to be made to each State in proportion to its 
present or future ascertained population ; the faith of each 
State to be pledged for the repayment of such loan at any 
time when required by the exigencies of the Government 
of the United States.” 


Objection being made, Mr. L. moved a sus- 


| pension of the rules; which was negatived. ] 
‘|| Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Mississippi; 
fordsburg, Whipscove, Brush creek valley, to || of the Executive, and any individual or individuals or | 

, | banks, touching the disbursement of the publi money, ap- || JjJjnois: - 
|| propriateg or unappropriated by law ; and into the amount | si 
|| of compensation of any or all agents whatsoever, official or 


Messrs. CASEY, REYNOL nd MAY, of 

(Mr. Casty, presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Jasper county, praying the establish- 
ment of a post route from Charleston to Greenup; 
thence to Newton; thence to Stonytown, and 
thence to Lawrenceville—all in Illinois. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. Reynoups, of Illinois, presented the 
petition of the Belleville and Mississippi Rajl- 


road Company. ‘This petition states that a com- 
pany was incorporated by the General Assembly 
of the State of Illinois, for the ose of con- 





* *, 
St. 
Louis, Missouri; that the company ing to 
convey the United States mail from Belleville to 
St. Louis, which is on the main route from Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, to St. Louis, Missguri, free of 


nner a railroad from Belleville, in 
to the ferry on the Mississippi, o 














expense, on certain provisionsand considerations; 
that the railroad will also be serviceable to 
the Government, to convey coal from the Missis- 
sippi Bluff to the public works near St. Louis, 
which iseight or ten miles distant from the works. 
In consideration of the promises, the petition 
prays the preémption right in the Edwards dis- 
trict, in said State, to lands equal in amount to 
every alternate section over which the road may 
ss. Mr. R. also presented the claim of John 
igle, of Union county, Illinois, praying relief 
for a mistake in an entry of land; also, the claims 
of J. W. Flankin, H. Garrett and F. B. Thomp- 
son, for horses lost in the campaigns in Illinois in 
1832; and the petition of sundry citizens, praying 
that a mail route from Carlyle by Greenville to 
Hillsborough, in the State of Illinois, be estab- 
lished. 

(Mr. Mar presented the petition of a gumber 
of the miners residing on the Upper Mississippi, 
praying that the right of preémption be extended 
to them for the lots of mineral grounds by them 
occupied; also a number of petitions for the estab- 
lishment of various post routes. } 

Mr. LYON, of Alabama; 

Messrs. ASHLEY and HARRISON, of Mis- 
souri; 

Mr. JONES, of Michigan; 

Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas; 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida. 


On motion by Mr. HALL, of Maine, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of placing the names of Jona- 
than ‘Trofton, William Coffe, William Wyman, David 
Perry, Alian Crary, Samuel Hinckley, John Wallace, and 
Charles Matthews, on the pension roll of the United States. 


On motion by Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsyl- 
vania, it was 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the 
Library to consider the expediency of reporting a bill pro- 
viding for the engraving and publication of copies of the 
various medals struck in relation to important events in the 
United States, before and since the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, with an account or statement of the events or 
occasion which said medals were designed to commemo- 
rate. 


On motion by Mr. TURRILL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine 
hospital at Oswego, in the State of New York. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
extending the southern post route on Long Island, New 
York, from East Hampton, its present eastern termination, 
to the village of Amaganzette, three miles further east. 


On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG,, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the éxpediency of placing buoys in the newly- 
discoyered channel over Sandy Hook bar; and also as to 
the practicability of erecting a beacon light on Romer shoal, 
near the same. 


On motion by Mr. PIERCE, of New Hamp- 
shire, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Hillsborough Bridge, New 


Hampshire, through the south part of Antrim and Hancock, 
to Petersboro’. 


On motion by Mr. BURNS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing a post route from Hebron to Alexandria and 
Bristol, in the State of New Hampshire. 


On motion by Mr. RUSSELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Gideon Safford, of New York, for services ren- 
dered as a soldier in the war of the Revolution. 


On motion by Mr. CUSHING, it was 
That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency Of establishing suitable hos- 
pitals on a —— oe _ the on of the nautical 
population hi tates, wheresoever emplo 
whether on its interior waters or ‘on the ocean. ployed, 


On motion by Mr. GALBRAITH, it was 

Resolwed, That the Committee-on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a route from Butler, in Butler county, to 
Franklin, in Venango county, Pennsylvania, by the graded 
road; and also ex ing the route from Venango Furnace 
to Nesley post office, in Venango county, Pennsylvania. 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachu- 
setts, it was 

Resolved, That two thousand extra copies of the report 


of the Secretary of the Treasury, communicating the latest 
returns of the condition of the deposit banks, and the 


” 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ‘ 


a 

















monthly statements of the United States Bank, be printed 
for the use of the House. 
On motion by Mr. P. C. FULLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
ae post route on the east road between Grave- 
jand post office and Genesee, in the State of New York. 


On motion by Mr. THOMAS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Boonesborough, by Bohrers- 


| 


ville, to Knoxville or Barketsville, in Maryland. 


On motion by Mr. GRANGER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
the name of Daniel McKinney upon the roll of revolutionary 
pensioners. 


On motion by Mr. REED, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before this House the charts of Nantucket harbor and 
Great Point harbor, so called, and alsoachartof the harbor 
of Holmes’s Hole, in the island of Martha’s Vineyard, ina 
reduced form. 


On motion by Mr. GIDEON LEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Jersey City, in Bergen 
county, New Jersey, to Bellville. 


On motion by Mr. W. K. FULLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
Secretary of War to furnish the State of Kentucky, at the 
national expense, with a supply of arms, ordnance, and 
munitions of war, equal to the quantity lately destroyed by 
the burning of the arsenal in that State. 


On motion by Mr. TALIAFERRO, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House be 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill and 
report in the case of Teakle Savage, administrator of Bo- 
lithea Laws ; and that the bill and report be referred to the 


_Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MERCER, it was 


Resolved, That, for the purpose of ventilating and puri- 
fying the Hall, and substituting the customary spring mat- 
ting for the carpet on the floor, this House, when it adjourns 
on the Jast Friday of this month, will adjourn over to the 
ensuing Tuesday ; and that, after the first day of May next, 
the daily sessions of the House shall commence at ten, 
instead of eleven, o’clock in the morning. 


On motion by Mr. CARTER, it. was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of placing Henry 
Maggart, a soldier of the late war, upon the pension roll. 


On motion by Mr. CARTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of allowing the 
heirs of John Hudley, deceased, such commutation for ser- 
vices performed in the Revolution, in the Virginia line, as 
said John Hudley may have been entitled to under the reso- 
lutions of the Congress of the United States. 


On motion by Mr. CONNOR, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Franklin, in Marion county, 
North Carolina, down Valley river, to Huntingdon, thence 
to Clarksville, Habersham county, Georgia. 


_ On motion by Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for the purpose of erecting a suitable building 
at the town of Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, in 
which the district court of the United States for the western 
district of that State shall be held, and in which the offices 
of the clerk of said court, the district attorney and mar- 
shal of said court shail be kept, as well as the offices of the 
register of the land office and receiver of public moneys for 
the district south of Red river. 


On motion by Mr. TALIAFERRO, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of providing, b 
law, for the payment of commutation to such of the offi- 
cers of the Revolution as were entitled thereto, at the end 
of the war, in pursuance of the then existing laws on the 
subject, but who have been deprived by a proviso in the 
pension act passed by Congress on the —day of ——, 1785. 


On motion by Mr. BUNCH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Bean’s Station, in East Ten- 
nessee, by Morristown and the mouth of Chuccky river, to 
New Port, in Cocke county. 


On motion by Mr. COFFEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 

to inquire into the expediency of increasing the compynsa- 

tion of the collector of the district of Brunswick, State of 

Georgia, and compensating him for his services in 1835. 
On motion by Mr. COFFEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire if any legislation i8 necessary to enable 
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the owners of fugitive slaves to reclaim them from the In- 
dian country. 


_ On motion by Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the appointment of a judge of the district court of the 
United States for the western district of Louisiana. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Ohio, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post road from Wooster, in Wayne county, 
to Pennesviile, in Richland county, Ohio. 


On motion by Mr. CRANE, it was 


Resolred, Fhat the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Koads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Defiance, in Williams county, 
Ohio, by Evanport, to Lafayette, in said county. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
saliries of the surveyor general of the United States, re- 
gister of the land office, and receivers of public moneys, 
for the State of Louisiana. 


On motion by Mr. LEA, of Tennessee, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Campbell’s Station, in Knox 
county, Tennessee, by way of Low’s Ferry, the Holston 
river, to Maryville, in Blount county in said State. 


On motion by Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Mount Sterling. Kentucky, via 
the mouth of Aaron’s Run, and North Middletown, to Paris. 


_ On motion by Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
inquire into the wy nag of passing a law granting com- 
mutation pay to the heirs of Lieutenant John Wilson, de- 
ceased, for his revolutionary services. 


On motion by Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of esfablishing a 
post route from Cloverport, by the Great Falls of Rough 
Creek, to Brownsville, in the State of Kentucky. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 


Resolved, That the. heads of Departments, Auditors 
Treasurer, and Register of the United States, be directed 
to lay before this House a list of their respective clerks or 
deputies, containing their names, their ages, and dates of 
their several original appointments, and the dates of their 
promotions, with the amounts of their several salaries, and 
a specific enumeration, under appropriate heads, of their 
peculiar functions and duties. 


On motion by Mr. McKAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing suitable 
buildings for the accommodation of the courts of the United 
States, and the safe-keeping of the public records therein. 


On motion by Mr. BEALE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
extending the present established mail route from Culpepper 
court-bouse, to the town of New Market, in the county of 
Shenandoah, Virginia, to the village of Timberville, in the 
county of Roc , in said State. 


On motion by Mr. LAWLER, it wae 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
post route from Greenborough, in » to Caudy's 
anding, on the Biack Warrior river. 


On motion by Mr. LEA, of Tennessee, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing compen- 
sation to Robert M. Anderson, and George W. Churchwell, 
Esqs., attorneys at law, for their services in behalf of the 
Government, in certain reservation suits in the courts of the 
United States, for the 7th circuit and district of East Ten- 
nessee 


On motion by Mr. HAWKINS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of issuing a 
duplicate military land warrant, heretofore issued to Craw- 
Lowy ohnson, a soldier of the 


On motion by Mr. GRAVES, it was 


Resolved, That the petitions of sundry citizens of the 
States of Kentucky, Illinois, and Pennsylvania, in favor of 
the Federal Government’s purchasing up the individual 
stock in the Louisville and Portland canal, be referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, with instructions w 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a \ill providing for 
the appropriction of the proceeds of the Government stock 
for that purpose. 


On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Eecretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to this House the on file in the Pension Office, in 
the case of Peter Wells. 
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On motion by Mr. COFFEE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the justi¢e of compensa’ Major Mark A. 
Cuoper, for the loss of a horse at Picolata, Florida, whilst 
he was engaged in mustering bis battalion into the service 
of the United States; and that the committee inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing the Paymaster General to 
pay for all horses that are lost or die in the service of the 
country, as well as those that are killed in battle or die of 





_ wounds received in battle. 


On motion by Mr. CLAIBORNE, of Missis- 
sippi, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Canton, by Warsaw, to Beat- 
tie’s bluff, in the State of Mississippi. 


On motion by Mr. CASEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to “<a into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Mount Carmel to Lawrence- 
ville, in Ulinois. 


On motion by Mr. MAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims inquire into the 
expediency of compensating Aaron Pierce for two horses 
belonging to him, and which were killed in 1832 by a party 
of hosiile Indians. 


On motion by Mr. PINCKNEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Commitee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation in .aid of the contemplated railroad from Cin- 
ciunati, in Ohio, to Charleston, South Carolina, on condition 
that the company about to be established for the execution 
of that work, shall enter into a-contract with the Govern- 
sent for the transportation of the public mails and public 
property on said road. 


Mr. PEARCE, of Maryland, submitted the 
following resolution; which, by the rule, lies over 
one day. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the House at what time, and in what sums, the money 
appropriated for the repair ot the Cumberland road east of 
the Ohio, by the acts of 1834, chapter 68, and 1835, chapter 
31, bas been drawn out of the Treasury; whether the money 
0 appropriated, of some part of it, was not paid into the 
hands of an agent, other than the officer of engineers, 
charged with the superintendence of said road; who this 
agent was; what compensation he received ; how long said 
Agent was-in ession of the said money, or any part 
thereof, before its being réequiréd for the performance of the 
work, or its actual application in payment to contractors ; 
also at what places the said money was paid out by the said 
agent; and that this House be furnished with a copy of the 
account of said agent. 


On motion by Mr. LEWIS, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the wy erie | of establishing the fol- 
lowiug routes, viz: From Washington, in Autauga county, 
to Kingston, independence, and Hamilton, in said county ; 
and from thence to Oak Ridge, in Daiias county, to Valley 
Creek ; and from therziee to Marion, in Perry county: from 
Rockford, in Coosa county, to Chesnut Creek, in Autauga 
county ; to Maplesville, in Bibb county ; from Greenville 
by Robb’s store, in Camden county, to Sparta, in said 
county; and from thence to Pensacola, in Florida; from 
Dade Court-House, in Alabama, to Valambrosa, in Florida : 
from Tallahassee, via Tuckabatchee, to Line Creek post 
office, (about twelve miles.) 


On motion by Mr. WHITE, of Florida,7it 


as 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law, that all claims and titles to land in Florida, which shall 
not be decided on the Ist day of October next, shall be re- 
ported to Congress, with the evidence filed in each case, 


and that the special jurisdiction of the courts on that day 
shall cease. 


Mr. KINNARD, from the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Claims, reported the following resolu- 
tions, (being a modification of those heretofore 
reported on the same subject;) which were con- 
sidered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to be com- 
piled, for the use of the House, and arranged in chronological 
order, under appropriate heads, all the resolves and acts of 
Congress relating to the pay, half-pay, commutation of half- 
pay, bounty lauds, and other promises made by Go: 
to the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army. Also, 
a synopsis of the provisions for funding the revolutionary 
debt of the United States, and of the several acts in aid 
thereof. Also, the acts of the old and present Govern- 
ments for the settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the several States: and such other general in- 
formation, to be ascertained from. the archives of the Gov- 
erument, as may be useful in the settlement of revolutionary 


claims now pending. 
a further, That the Secrétary of the Treasury be 
directed to inform this House whether all certificates of pub- 


lic debt given for services rendered, or supplies furnished, in 
the war of the Revolution, or which were issued in fulfill- 
ment of eae contained in any ordinance or reso- 
tution of the old Congress, did not bear in 

interest was not allowed and upon such of said cer- 
tificates as were not subscri to funded debt of the 
Canes States, econ Sy the on a oon nt iow 
w were subsequently settled and at reasury; 
also whether interest was not allowed on all settlements 


made under the act of March 23, 1792, entitled “An act to 
provide for the settlement of claims of Widows and 
orphans barred by the limitations heretofore established, 
and to regulate the claims of invalid pensioners ;”’ so far as 
said act relates to the claims of widows and orphans, under 
Geos cya 27, He nam “An act for the relief of 
ce i an » invalids, and other persons, 
particularly as far as regards the persons named in the said 
act, and underthe act of March 27, 1792, entitled “An act 
to provide for the settlement of the claims of persons under 
particular circumstances, barred by the limitations hereto- 
fore established.’’ And that said Secretary also accompany 
his report witha statement as to what period each State 
was credited for payments made on account of the United 
States, together with a statement of the aggregate amount 
credited to each State, and charged to each State. Also 
that the said Secretary accompany his report with a copy 
of any opinion or opinions given by the Attorney General 
of the United States, in relation to allowances of interest on 
claims to half pay, commutation of half pay on other claims, 
and whether interest was paid under said opinion or opin- 
ions, and in the execution of laws for the settlement of 
claims, in which no special provision was made for interest; 
and, if’ 60, a statement of the cases in which the same was 
allowed, and the amount thereof. 


Mr. STORER moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of taking up the bill from the Senate 
to establish the northern boundary of Ohio, and 
the southern boundary of Michigan; which was 
negativad. 

Mr. SLADE, who stated he was out of his 
seat when the State of Vermont was called, then 
rose, and presented a memorial from Dr. Atley 
and eighty-five other individuals, representing 
themselves to be citizens of Philadelphia, against 
the admission of Arkansas into the Union with 
a constitution which sanctions the existence of 
slavery, and prohibits the abolition thereof. Mr. 
S. moved its reading. 

Objections being made to its reading, Mr. 
SLADE said he claimed that right. 

Mr. SPEIGHT inquired whether the petition 
should not be wt thas as a matter of course, to 
the committee raised under Mr. Pincxney’s res- 
olution? 

The CHAIR had not examined the petition, 
and could not judge of its character. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to lay the memorial 
on the table. 

Mr. SLADE insisted upon his right to have 
the petition read, and he made a motion accord- 


ingly. 

The CHAIR decided that the petition must first 
be read before any question anit be put upon it, 
as the gentleman insisted. 
Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay the motion to 
read on the table. 

The CHAIR pronounced that motion then out 
of order. 

Mr. GLASCOCK asked if the petition had been 
received ? 

The CHAIR said the gentleman from Vermont 
rose in his place to present the petition, and, no 
objection being made at the time, the Chair con- 
sidered leave had been granted, and thus the pe- 
tition had been received. _.. 
Mr. HANNEGAN then moved to reconsider 
the motion by which leave had been granted to 
themember from Vermont to present the petition. 
After some remarks from Messrs. SPEIGHT, 
GLASCOCK, WISE, SLADE, and HANNE- 


AN, 
Mr. SLADE said, if the gentleman from Indi- 
ana insisted —_ his motion to reconsider, he 
(Mr. 8.) should raise and insist upon the ques- 
tion of order, whether the gentleman could object 
to the offering or reception of any petition under 
the order adopted that morning. 
Mr. HEISTER asked for the _— and nays 
on the motion to reconsider; which were ordered. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired if the whole 
subject ought not to go over until next petition 


day. 

The CHAIR stated that the memorial would 
be referred, as a matter of course, to the select 
committee upon the subject of abolition, if the 
motion to reconsider were not pending; where- 
upon— 

Mr. HANNEGAN withdrew his motion to 
reconsider;and __ ; 

The CHAIR announced that the memorial was 
referred to that committee. , 

Mr. SLADE renewed the call for the reading 
of the memorial. 

_Mr. LOVE raised the question of order, that 
the pending question on the withdrawal of the 
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motion to reconsider was, that the memorial be 
read, and that the petition had not been referred. 

Mr. SLADE again insisted on the reading. 

The CHAIR decided that it would require a 
vote of the House. 

After some remarks by Messrs. TOUCEY, 
EVERETT, SLADE, and MASON, of Virginia, 
pending the question of order, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE 
Tuespar, -4pril 12, 1836. 


Mr. CLAY said that several petitions had been 
sent to him from a large number of the citizens 
of Philadelphia, some of whom were personally 
known to him, (and, judging from the signatures, 
he supposed all of them respectable,) remonstrat- 
ing. egginst the admission of Arkansas into the 
Union With the clause in her constitution prohib- 
iting the exercise of the power to abolish slavery 
by her Legislature. The petitions were very em- 
phatic in their language, but otherwise not indec- 
orous. Heat first had some doubts as to whether 
he should present these petitions, but after some 
consideration he felt that it would be his duty to 
do so, and he now acquitted himself of the obli- 
gations he was under. The bill for the admission 
of Arkansas had passed the Senate, and was now 
before the other House, and was therefore be- 
yond the control of the Senate; but as it might 
poeetsly. come. back with amendments, the best 

isposition he could make of the petitions would 
be to lay them onthetable. He should have pre- 
ferred it had the petitioners selected some other 
organ to communicate their wishes to the Senate, 
because he did concur with the objects of the 
titions, believing that Arkansas, or any. other 
tate or Territory, had a right to make, on the 
subject of slavery, what provisions she pleased. 
He still adhered to the opinions expressed by 
him on a memorable occasion, which probably 
some gentlemen present might remember. He 
asked that one of the petitions might be read, and 
that all of them might be laid on the table. 

The petition having been read, 

Mr. C. said he wished to qualify some expres- 
sions used by him as to the right of a State or 
Territory to make what regulations it pleased on 
the subject of slavery. He meant, that all tho 
new States admitted into the Union were bound 
by the terms of the Missouri compromise; that 
ail those north of the line described in the bill for 
the admission of Missouri were prohibited from 
holding slaves, and that all those south of that 
line were permitted to held them. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, remarked, that it wa 
with regret that he heard the gentleman from 
canny say that he felt it his duty to introduce 
memorials of the description of these just pre- 
sented. The Senator, as well as himself, well 
recollected the feelings that grew out of this same 
kind of interference, when Missouri was admitted 
into the Union. The gentleman and himself then 
acted together, and felt together, as men dearly 
prizing the rights of the southern States, and 
determined to support them. The bill to admit 
Arkansas into the Union had, as was remarked 
by the gentleman, been sent to the other House, 
and might possibly come back again with amend- 
ments. Now, would the gentleman be willing 
that the question, which so agitated the country 
with regard to Missouri, should again come 
before them? He should be the last man that 
would consent to it; and he regretted that the 
gentleman had felt it to be his duty to present 
these memorials, that might possibly be followed 
by consequences that the gentleman himeelf 
would regret as much as any one; for, remem- 
bering the agency he had in the Missouri com- 
promise, he could not suppose him willing that 
such an alarming controversy should again arise. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, referring to the Mis- 
souri compromise, said he only tted the part 
that he had taken in it; that he had yielded too 
much in a spirit of conciliation and harmony; and 
that, under like circumstances, he never would 
consent to yield so much again. If new States 
come into this Union, they should of right come 
in on an equal footing with the old States; and 
they would have a right to make what regula- 
tions they pleased on the subject of slavery, or 
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not do directly ‘ to which he replied, that the State 


was not an agent, but an independent body. 
There were innumerable instances where States 
coéperated with the General Government. The 
United States had the sole right to coin money, 
and the States made it penal to counterfeit United 
States coin. The United States had also a right 
to declare war, and the States codperated, and 
these rights were reciprocat. The Senator from 
Massachusetts had said the laws of the States 
must yield where they and the laws of the Gene- 
ral Government came in conflict. But Mr. C. 
contended that the rights of the States were as 
clearly defined as those of the General Govern- 
ment. The framers of the Constitution had wise- 
ly said that all powers not delegated to the Gene- 
ral Government were reserved to the States. No 
conflict could take place between the delegated 
and reserved rights, except in the single excep- 
tion of concurring powers. The conflict might be 
between the laws, but not between those powers. 
The States prohibit the transmission of some 
kinds of papers, and the General Government 
vermits all. In such case, which must give way! 
hat must be determined by the extentand mag- 
nitude of the evil to be remedied. Those laws 
which related to mere accommodation must yield 
to necessary laws. ‘The laws for carrying the 
mail were merely for accommodation, and this 
law to prevent the circulation of incendiary pub- 
lications was a necessary law. It was very im- 
proper, on the part of the General Government, to 
endanger the peace and safety of the citizens of 
eleven States of this Union by the exercise of this 
law of accommodation, and it was proper that it 
should yield to the law of necessity. He was 
happy to see so many advocates of State rights, 
and thateven his old Iederal friends (the honest, 
upright, and intelligent old Federal pany) began 
to hold the language of State rights. Yes, (said 
he,) the old Federal party—for they were an 
honest, consistent, and intelligent, but, at the 
same time, mistaken party—were coming round 
to State rights in proportionas the dominant party 
were receding from heen. Asto whether the Gen- 
eral or State Government must 
laws came in conflict, depended on the general 
circumstances of each case. The Senator from 
Massachusctts had said the principle contended 
for might be carried into politics or religion. He 
(Mr. C.) could assure the gentleman, that, if such 
a case should be permitted, he was prepared to 
sustain the States in such a conflict with the Gen- 
eral Government. He did not piecemeal his 
principles. The bill did not make it penal for 
postmasters merely to receive pers, but to re- 
ceive and deliver them up. The Senator from 
Massachusetts objected to the inconvenience in 
being able to distinguish what were incendiary 
publications. He saw no difficulty in that. Their 
only object was, that Abolitionists should not be 
— to send their matter to them. They 
ad reached a very important point in this ques- 
tion of abolition. That ferocious band were in 
the possession of ample funds and a powerful 
neem and for the first time that instrument had 
een seized upon to be wielded against the peace 
of the South. The General Government was now 
called on to say what part they would take— 
whether they should be on the side of the South, 
or on the side -of their enemies? They asked 
nothing but that they should respect their laws. 
He was anxious that those he represented should 
understand whether they should rely on them- 
selves or the Government. He did not know 
whether they should come in conflict on this sub- 
ject now; but, judging from human nature, he 
eared the time would come when they should. 
Thus far, he was sorry to say, their just hopes 
had not been realized. Such was the state of 
litics in the non-slaveholding States, that he 
new the difficulty of obtaining any legislation 
there. In receiving those abolition petitions, they 
had given Congress jurisdiction so far against 
them. Was Congress against them or not? 
When they had a duty to perform, and did not 
perform it, the non-performance was a violation 
of it. He wished to see this matter decided. If 
decided against them, he would say to the people 
of the South, ** Look to yourselves; you have noth- 
ing to hope for from abroad.’’ The South never 
would abandon the principles of the bill. If Con- 
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gress refused to adapt its action to theirs, they 
would comé into conflict, and the State would not 
ot This bill asserted the supremacy of the 
| Stace laws, and gave a power of protection, and 
| by its passage the evil would be cured. He closed 
| his remarks by hoping the Senate would excuse 
| the unreasonable ardor of one who had so deep an 
interest in this subject. 

_ Mr. DAVIS replied to Mr. Carnovn at length, 
in Opposition to the bill sustaining the position 
taken by him in his first address on the subject. 
| If there were no constitutional objections to the 
| measure, he held it to be ‘exceedingly unwise in 
|| gentlemen representing slaveholding States to 
|| establish a policy of the Government which 
| looked exclusively to the preservation of sl 

| property, and which would make every individ- 
/ual in the non-slaveholding States, who had 
| business with the Post Office, feel that slavery 
| was an evil in the country. He asked the Sena- 
| tor from South Carolina to forbear from pressing 
| this evil on the attention of the people, for he re- 
| garded every step towards it as a step towards 
‘the dissolution of the Union. The gentleman 
| from South Carolina had referred to the prece- 
| dents by which the bill was sustained; and he 
| could not have given a stronger argument against 
| the establishment of precedents than the attempt 
| to make the sanitary laws precedents for assault- 
| ing the liberty of the press, as he contended that 
this bill did. He knew, from the language held 
E day by the gentleman, that he would be 





the last man to be guided by precedents to false 
conclusions; and he was therefore surprised that 
he should have adduced the sanitary laws as a 
precedent for this assault on the liberty of the 
press. The liberty of the press was not like the 
other reserved rights, reserved by implication, 
but was reserved in express terms; it could not 
be touched inanymanner. Mr. D., after urging 
the constitutional objections to the bill, on the 
ground that it would abridge the liberty of the 
press, denied that the Post Office was established 
solely for the promotion of commercial and social 

| intercourse. It was designed by the framers of 
the Constitution for the dissemination of public 
intelligence, it occurring to them that the people 
would like to get accounts of the proceedings of 
the National and State Legislatures, and the 
judicial proceedings of the courts; in short, for 
the dissemination of that kind of general intelli- 
gence which was the foundation of a free govern- 
ment; for it was vain to suppose that free insti- 
tutions could long be preserved without the dis- 
semination of useful intelligence. 

Mr. D. contended that it would be impossible 
to discriminate between publications of a danger- 
ous tendency and those that were harmless, with- 
out exercising such a system of espionage over the 
Post Office as would not only greatly diminish 
the usefulness of that Department, by destroying 
the public confidence in it, but would also be fatal 
to the liberty of the press. He warned gentle- 
men that all the assaults on the press that had 
ever been made in any country had always been 
made under the plea of strong necessity. The 
press was charged with being libelous and sedi- 
tious, dangerous to the public morals, and, there- 
fore, it was said that it was better to establish a 
censorship over it than to submit to its unrestrained 
abuses. Mr. D. coniended that there was a great 
discrepancy between the report and the provisions 
of the bill. The report, he said, went on to show 
that this Government had no power to pass a 
general law prohibiting the circulation of incend- 
iary publications, for the reason that it would 
abridge the liberty of the press, and there was an 
able argument in the report to establish this fact. 

| e Senator from South Carolina still adhered 
to that doctrine; but, while he adhered to it, he 
proceeded to demonstrate that the General Gov- 
ernment might pass a law in aid of those of the 
States. Now, if the General Government might 
do this, suppose that the States should come to 
the determination that the circulation of any po- 
litical or religious doctrine was dangerous, and 
should pass laws to prevent it; then he thought 
i that the General Government might, with as much 
propriety, sustain such laws by its legislation, as 
to pass this bill. 
fter Mr. DAVIS concluded, the bill was laid 
on the table. 


L GLOBE. 
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On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business: 
after which, it adjourned. , 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, April 12, 1836. 


Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Nathan Lamme, a captain in the revolutionary 
war; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAPIN, from the Committee on Reyo- 
lutionary Ciaims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Crocker Sampson, deceased; which 
was read twice and committed. 


Mr. McKIM, from the Committee of Ways ~ 
and Means, reported a bill to repeal so much of 
the act of March 2, 1799, as respects the issui 
of certificates on the importation of wine; whic 
was read twice, and its further consideration post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported the following bills; 
which were read twice and committed: 

A bill granting a pension to John Dow; and 

A bill granting a pension to Andrew Gray. 


Mr. HAYNES, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John Fos- 
dick; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which 
were read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of George Fields; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury. 


Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for 
the relief of William Jenkinson, of the State of 
Pennsylvania; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the fourth Thursday in May be set apart 


for the consideration of the bill reorganizing the General 
Land Office. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG was compelled reluct- 
antly to object to the adoption of the resolution. 
If the appropriation bills were disposed of before 
the day named in the resolution, he would not 
then oppose acting upon the bill referred to. 

Mr. BOON adverted to the importance and 
necessity of reorganizing the General Land Office, 
and of providing additional clerks to bring up the 
indispensable business of the office, which was 
very much behindhand. 

The resolution was then disagreed to without 
a count. ; 

Mr. HUNTSMAN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported, with an amend- 
ment, the bill from the Senate providing for the 
legal adjudication of certain claims to land therein 
mentioned; and the same was committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize the She- 
nandoah Bridge Company, at ae Ferry, to 
erect a bridge on the lands of the United States, 
atornear the town of Harper’s Ferry; which 
was read twice, and why ees until to-morrow. 

Mr.WASHINGTON, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill to in- 
corporate the Howard Institution of the City of 
Washington; which was read twice and commit- 
ted. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions were presented on leave by Messrs. 
JUDSON and BOND. 
{Mr. Jupson had the unanimous consent of the 
House to present the eechen of the ship-owners 
of New London; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 
Also, the petition of Joel Davison and others, 
of Brooklyn, praying for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia; which was referred 
to the select committee on the resolutions of Mr. 
PINCKNEY. a 
Mr. Bonn, by consent, presented a petition 
from sundry citizens of Fayette county, praying 
that a mail stage route may be established from 
eel in the county of Soniapfel ee. 
rg, in Fayette county, to i in the 
eduity of Clark, in the State of Ohios and the same 











ion, referred to the Committee on the || rence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Parker, Phillips, Reed 

was, Oakes and Post Roads.] Rencher, Sloan, Smith, Standefer, Taliaferro, Waddy 

Post Office . Thompson, Underwood, Wagener, White, Sherrod Wii- 
RESOLUTIONS> liams, and Wise—39. 


Mr. WHITE, of Florida, asked the consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That this House will, from twelve until one 
o’clock, on next Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, con- 
sider and dispose of bills relating to the Territories and tit 
citizens thereof, with the exception of the bills for the admis- 
sion of Michigan and Arkansas into the Union. 


Objection being made, 

Mr. WHITE moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer the resolution; which was car- 
ried—ayes 94, noes 38. ; 

Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the resolution | 
by striking out the latter clause, printed in italics, 
and adding the following: 

And that from and after one o’clock on Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, the bill from the Senate “ to settle and estab- || 
lish the northern boundary line of the State of Ohio, and to || 

vide for the admission of the State of Michigan into the 

nion upon the conditions therein expressed,” and “ for 
the admission of the State of Arkansas into the Union, and 
to provide for the due execution of the laws of the United 
States within the same, and for other purposes,”’ shall be 
the special order of the day, to the exclusion of all other 
business, until they be disposed of. 


Mr. WISE moved to amend the amendment of | 
Mr. Tuomas, by adding that the House would, 
on Saturday, after disposing of the bills referred | 
to, proceed to consider the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed with || 
power to send for persons and papers, to inquire into the || 
mode or agency of selecting the banks of deposit for the || 
=, money ; the contracts with the Treasury Department | 

y which they are regulated ; the manner in which, and the 1 
ersons by whom such contracts are or have been made; 
nto all correspondence whatsoever touching contracts for | 
the deposit of the public money; and into all connection | 
or relation, official or unofficial, which exist, or has existed | 
between any person or persons and the Treasury Depart- 
ment, or between them and the deposit banks, or any indi- | 
viduals or banks, touching the custody and the control and 
deposit of the public moncy; or between any department 
of the Executive, and any individual or individuals or banks, 
touching the disbursements of the public money, appropri- 
ated or unappropriated by law ; and into the amount of com- 
pensation of any or all agents whomsoever, official or unof- 
ficial, connected with the said Department, or said banks, 
touching the disbursement, safe-keeping, or deposit, of the 
ao money ; and thatsaid committee have leave to report 

y bill or otherwise. 


Mr. WHITE moved the previous question; 
which was not seconded. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeasand nays on his 
amendment; which were not ordered; and it was 
negatived, without a count. 

r. WHITE tlien accepted the amendment of 
Mr. Tuomas, as a modification of his resolution. | 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to | 


amend the resolution by making the bill extend- || 


ing the provisions of the pension act of 1832 the 


special order from eleven to one o’clock, on Tues- || 


|| Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Glaseock, Grantland, Haley, 
| seph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel S. Harrison, Hawes, || 
| Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, | 
|| Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingman, Jabez | 
|; Jackson, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Richard | 
|| M. Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, 


| the motion to lay the proposition to reconsi 
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Mr. BOND desired that the second branch of 
the resolution should be further divided, by first | 
taking the question on making the bill fixing the 
northern boundary of Ohio the special order for | 
the days mentioned. 

The CHAIR informed the gentleman from Ohio | 
that the resolution was not susceptible of the 


division which he had proposed. || take up and consider the bill repealing the four- 


The second branch of the resolution was then 
negatived, (two thirds being necessavy,) as fol- | 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, | 
Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Buchanan, Burns, | 
Cambreleng, Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, 


Dromgoole, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, Fry, William K. 
Jo- 


Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Phomas Lec, Leonard, Logan, Lucas, 
Lyon, Job Mann, Manning, Martin, John Y. Mason, Moses 


Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, Page, Patterson, | 
Patton, Dutce J. Pearce, Franklin 
Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Roane, Rodgers, Sey- 
mour, William B. Shepard, Shinn, Sickles 


Speight, Storer, Sutherland, Thomas, John Thomson, 


Toucey, Towns, Turner, Turvill, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, | 


Webster, and Whittlesey—120. 
NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Ailan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bailey, Beaumont, Bell, Boyd, John Calhoon, William B. 


Calhoun, Campbell, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, | 


Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Dunlap, Evans, Ev- 


1 . 
Mason, William Mason, May, McKay, McKim, McLene, || redeemable only atthe mother Bank at Phila- 


Pierce, Pettigrew, || 


oo Spangler, || 
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resolution by 











Mr. WISE moved to amend the 
aiding the one which he proposed this day asan 
ae to the resolution of Mr. Wuire, of 

orida. 


The hour of one having arrived, the CHAIR 


|| announced the special orders, and the foregoia 


resolution and amendment were laid over unti 
to-morrow. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House 


teenth section of the act incorporating the sub- 
scribers to the Bank of the United States. 

The bill was on its engrossment, the Commit- 
tee of the Whole having been discharged from 


| its consideration some time since. 
| John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Connor, Corwin, || 
Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cushman, Dickerson, Doubleday, || 


Mr. DUNLAP objected to taking up that or 
any other bill till the appropriation bills, under 
the special order, were disposed of. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that a letter 
had been received from the cashier of the branch 
bank at Savannah, who had refused to pay $27,000, 


|| Stating that he was not authorized to redeem the 
|| notes of that branch, and that the notes of the 


| Bank of the United States and its branches were 


delphia. 
Mr. DUNLAP re 
| in his objection unti 


_— that he should persist 
the bills under the special 
| order had been disposed of, or until that order 
| had been rescinded. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had not antici- 
pgted a single objection; but, as it was of the great- 
| est importance to the country that this bill should 
be passed, he moved a suspension of the rules to 





erett, French, Philo C. Fuller, Granger, Graves, Grayson, 
Griffin, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, Heister, 
Hoar, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, 


Mercer, Milligan, Morris, James A. Pearce, Peyton, Phil- 
lips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Russell, Augustine H. Shep- 
erd, Shields, Slade, Smith, Standeter, Steele, Taliaferro, 
Vaddy Thompson, Underwood, Washington, White, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—69. 

Mr. GALBRAITH then moved to reconsider 
the vote adopting the first branch of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. EVANS moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. STORER asked for the yeas and nays on 
eron 
the table; which were not ordered. 

The motion of Mr. Evans was negatived 
without a count; and the motion to reconsider 
was carried. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved to lay the resolution on 
, the table; which was agreed to without a count. 
Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, on leave, presented 





day and Wednesday of next week, and asked for 
the yeas and nays on his motion; which were not 
ordered. 

The amendment of Mr. Wituiams was nega- 
tived, without a count. 

Mr. P. C. FULLER called for a division of the 
question, and it was first taken on that part of it 
embraced in the original proposition of Mr. 
Wuire, and adopted as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Heman Allen, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, 
Barton, Beale, Bean, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Buchanan, Burns, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
Campbell, Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, 
Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coffee, Conner, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Cush- 
man, Deberry, Denny, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 
Effner, Fairtield, Farlin, Fowler, French, Fry, Philo C. 
Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Glascock, 
Grantiand, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall Hamer, 
Hannegan, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins 
Haynes, Henderson, Heister, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard 








| 
>! 
>| 


Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, William Jack- || 


son, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Henry 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, 
Lane, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Lucas, Lyon, Job Mann, Man- 
ning, Martin, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, William Ma- 
son, Maury, May, McComas, McKay, McKennan, McKim, 
McLene Mercer, Miller, Milligan, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Owens, Page, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce James A. 
Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Potts John 

ynolds, Roane, Seymour, William B. Shepard 





Augus- 


tine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Spangier, 
8 t, Steele, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, n 
homson, Toucey, Turner, Turrill ton, Washington, 


Webster, Weeks, and Whittlesey—i45. 

NAYS—Messri. Chilton Allan, Bailey, Beaumont, Bell, 

lington eotin ace oes Ss ilerd, 
ig raves 

Hardin, Harlan, Hazeltine, Hoar, Howell, Janes, Law- 


| certain papers in reference to the bill authorizing 
a compromise for the eghacen of acquiring the 
| title to Pea Patch Island; which were ordered to 
| be printed. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Commit- 
; tee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the 
| relief of Alexander H. Everett; which was read 
| twice and committed. 
Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Rev- 


of the heirs of Charles Taylor; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Unfavorable reports upon various 
&c., were made by Messrs. JANES, KLINGEN- 
SMITH, LAY, and FRY, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions; Messrs. WHIT- 
TLESEY and DARLINGTON, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims; Messrs. BEAUMONT and 
| TURRILL, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims; Mr. BEALE, from the Committee 





| on Invalid Pensions; Mr. TOUCEY, from the | 


Committee on the Judiciary; and by Mr. ASH, 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. OWENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, regulating the deposit of the money of 
the United States in certain local banks, be made the spe- 
cial order of the day for the first Wednesday in May next, 
at twelve o’clock, provided 


| 
| 





the day after the sraeen te eke ee 
| tae following days, over all other ess until the same in 
| disposed of. 


Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Maury, McCarty, McKennan, | 


| olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief | 


petitions, || 


the appropriation bills be at that 
time disposed of; and, in case said appropriation bills be 
not then acted on, then on the day next after their dispo- 
| sition ; and that the said bill in relation to the deposit banks 

have precedence on the first Wednesday in May next, or 


take it up, and on that motion asked for the yeas 
| and nays; which were ordered. 
|| ‘The question being taken, the rules were sus- 


|| pended—yeas 135, nays 36; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Ash, Ashley, Bailey, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Bell, Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Burns, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, 
George Chambers, Chaney, Chapin, Childs, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, Clark, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Cramer, 
i| Cushing, Cushinan, Deberry, Dickerson, Dromgoole, Ev- 
| erett, Fairfield, Parlin, Fowler, French, Fry, William K. 
Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grantiand, 
Haley, Joseph Hall, Hannegan, Samuel 8S. Harrison, Hawes, 
| Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Holeey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, ing- 
|} ham, Jabez Jackson, Janes. Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, Gid- 
eon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, 
vogan, Loyall, Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mae6n, 
l| William Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, May, MeCarty, 
| McKay, McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
\| Morris, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Patton, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pheips, Phillips, 
|| Pickens, Pinckney, Reed, Rencher, John Re nolds, Roane, 
|| Russell, Seymour, Augustine II. Shepperd, Shinn, Sickles, 
|| Slade, Smith, Spangler, Speight, Storer, Taylor, Thomas, 
|| Jon Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wag- 
|, ener, Ward, Whittlesey, and Sherrod Williams—135. 
|| NAYS — Messrs. Chilton Alian, Heman Allen, Bond, 
| John Calhoon, Darlington, Denny, Dunlap, Evans, Philo 
|| C. Fuller, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Harlan, Harper, Hoar, 
| Howell, William Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Luke 
\, Lea, Lewis, Love, McComas, MeKennan, Mercer, Milli- 
|; gan, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Potts, Shicids, Standefer, 
t Steele, Taliaferro, Underwood, White, and Lewis Wil- 
i liams— 36. 


_Mr. CAMBRELENG repeated in substance 
| his former explanations, and referred to a letter, 
| stating that the notes of the branches were re- 











|| deemable only in Philadelphia; and that the new 
bank issued none but the notes of the old bank 
| and its branches. Mr. C. sent to the Clerk’s 
|| table a copy of a letter received from the late 
cashier of the Savannah branch, to whom appli- 
cation had been made for mp ponent of $27,000 
of the notes of that office. e letter referred to 
was as follows: 

‘Sin: Ihave received your letter of this date, asking 
pryment of certain bills of the Bank of the United States, 
and have in reply to say, that the charter of that institution 
having expired on the 3d of March last, and with it my 
office of cashier of the branch in this city, I am no longer 
authorized to redeem the bills of the Bank, except by re- 
ceiving them in payment of debt. I will add, that any 
amount of these bills which you may hold, will be promptly 
paid on presentment in Philadelpbia. 

JAMES HUNTER, -Agent. 
Mr. PEYTON said he had voted in favor of 
suspending the rules; and he now asked the 
privilege of the House to offer an amendment \: 
this bill, which would not, in the slightest degree, 
interfere with the object of the gentleman from 
New York. The amendment he wished to 
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was one of at importance, hot only 
ae House, but ete people of the United 
States, for it involved nothing less than regula- 
ting by law the whole treasure of the country. 
In substance, it was the same resolution he had 
heretofore attempted to move, chan ing only the 
day from the second to the third Monday in 
May. The resolution was as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, entitled “An act regulating the deposit of 
the money of the United States in certain local banks,” 
together with any amendments which may be offered to 
the same, be made the special order of the day, and that it 
have precedence over all other business of the House from 
the hour of twelve, on the third Monday in May next, and 
on each succeeding day from the same hour, Fridays-and 
Saturdays excepted, until the same shall be finally dis- | 
posed of. 

The CHAIR, having examined the resolution, 
anid it would not be in order to move it as an 
amendment to the bill under consideration, which 
was on its e ssment. 

Mr. PEYTON would then change his motion. 
Inasmuch as the rules of the House had been 
suspended, he would move to take up his reso- 
lution instead of that bill. 

The CHAIR replied that the rules had been | 
suspended for the specified purpose of taking up | 
this particular bill; and therefore the gentleman | 
could not substitute his resolution for it. 

The bill was discussed, and its passage advo- 
cated by Messrs. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, 
and CUSHING, and opposed by Messrs. HAR- 
PER and DENNY. 

Mr. PEYTON, after some remarks, moved, as 
an amendment or substitute to this bill, the bill 
now before the House regulating the deposit of 
the public moneys in certain local banks. 

e CHAIR said that bill was now in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 











ment to, or substitute for, this bill. 

Mr. PEYTON then said he would move that 
this bill be recommitted to the Committee of the 
Whole, with instructions to report as an amend- 
ment to it the bill above referred to. 

The CHAIR said that would not be in order. 
Atan earlier part of the day, before the bill under 
consideration had been taken up, it would have 
been in order for the gentleman to have moved to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
other bill. 

Mr, PEYTON would then make that motion. 
Tne CHAIR replied, that, pending the consid- 
eration of this bill, that motion could not then be | 
made. 

Mr. BELL. Does the Chair decide that it is | 
not in order for my colleague to move to recom- 
mit this bill with instructions ? 

The CHAIR had made no such decision, buf 
had stated that it would not be in order to move, 
as an amendment to this bill, another bill now in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BELL was not prepared, he said, to ac- 
quiesce in that decision. 

Mr. PEYTON thought he could, perhaps, ob- 
viate the difficulty under which the Chair labored. 
He then sent to the table another printed paper, 
containing the same thing, (a Senate bill,) which 
(he said) was not in Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIR referred to some former decisions | 
of the House, proving this to be out of order, and | 
cited the rule of the House, that no proposition | 
of a different nature from the one under consid- 
eration should be moved in the form of an amend- | 
ment. | 
After some conversation on this point between 

| 
| 





= Mr. WILLIAMS, and Mr. PEY- | 
Mr. PEYTON then proposed to amend the bill 
by adding thereto ony. the last page of the fore- | 
ing, re sing the kind of money that should 
received, (Part of Mr. Wright’s amendment to 
the Senate dill,) as follows: 


Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 


ed, at the commencement of every quarter of the year, to 

examine into the condition of the Tre’ » and the prob- 

able amount of receipts and expenditures 

durk ere vor aah eecasinr ceed, 
i quarter ex 

¢ 000, if shail be therr to cause the 

fd former cama v0 the eepeosad eons to be 


ng that quar- 


and it was not in order to move it as an amend- 








| 
sioners of the sinking fund be hereby authorized and direct- | 
money in Treseary | 


ease to order a-sale or sales of such part or portion of any 
such stocks owned by the United States, as will produce a 
sufficient sum to make up the eficiency, the pro- 
ceeds whereof shall be paid into the Treasury.- 

Sec, 12. And. be it. further enacted, That said commis- 
sioners of the sinking fund shall be governed in making such 
investments or salea by the current and customary prices 
of stocks in the commercial cities of the United States ; 
and in their purchases said commissioners shall give prefer- 
ence to such stocks whose payment is guarantied by some 
State, if the rate of interest upon the sum proposed to be 
invested will probably be as favorable. And at the com- 
mencement of every year, said commissioners shall make 
a detailed report to Congress of all their doings and proceed- 
ings under the provisions of this act. 

The CHAIR remarked that the same principles 
on which the whole bill was out of order applied 
to the part now proposed to be inserted. _ 

Mr. PEYTON agnosie from this decision of 
the Chair, and made a few remarks on the main 

oint. 

_Mr. BEAUMONT moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded by the House, taken 
by tellers—ayes 75, noes 50; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be put, without a count. 

The main question was, ‘Shall the decision 
of the Chairstand asthe judgmentof the House ?”’ 
which was agreed to without a count. j 

The question then again recurred on the en- 
grossment of the bill, 

Mr. HARDIN briefly opposed it. 

Mr. PARKS demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded by the House, and the main 
question ordered to be put, without a count. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, asked for the yeas 
and nays on the main question, the engrossment 
of the bill; which were ordered; and, the question 
being taken, was carried in the affirmative—yeus 
136, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Bailey, Beale, Bean, 
Beaumont, Bell, Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
Campbell, Casey, George Chambers, Chapin, Nathanicl H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Coffee, Connor, 
Craig, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, Deberry, Dickerson, 
Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Fairfield, French, PhiloC. 
Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, 
Grantiand, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingham, William Jackson, Jabez Jack- 
son, Janes, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lincoin, Logan, 
Loyall, Lucas, Lyou, Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, 
William Mason, Moses Mason, May, McComas, McKay, 
McKennan, McKim, McLene, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Reed, 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Roane, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, 
Speight, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, John Thomson, Toutey, Turriil, Ward, Weeks, 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—136. 

NAYS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bond, Childs, Denny, Evans, Hardin, Harlan, Harper 
Jenifer, Mercer, Potts, Steele, Underwood, Vinton, an 
Lewis Witliams—17. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading this day; and having been en- 
grossed, it was read the third time and passed. 

PENSION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the 
House took up the bill providing for the payment 
of certain revolutionary and other pensioners, 
returned from the Senate with an amendment 
providing that all payments of ten dollars and 
under should be made in specie. 

Mr. BOND moved to insert ** twenty dollars”’ 
instead of ‘‘ten dollars;”’ and, after some remarks, 
asked for the yeas and nays on this amendment; 
but the House refused to order them, and the 
amendment was negatived. 

The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the 
House then resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Part- 
Ton in the chair,) and took up the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1836. 
au bill having been read at length by the 

erk, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and remarked, that 


it was proper he should state that, in pursuance of 


a vote of last year, and of a resolution reported 
by the committee on the rules and orders of the 
ouse, no appropriation should be inserted in 
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an appropriation bill, not purine for in a pre- 
vious act of Congress. There were some items 
in the present bill very much diminished from 
the estimates, particularly in regard to clerk hire. 
The Committee of Ways and Means had conse- 
er provided for the subjects in a separate 


On motion of Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, the bil] 
was taken up by sections. 

Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the first section by a general system of reduction 
in the salaries. of all the officers of the Govern- 
ment: the President of the United States to 
$15,000 a year after the present term; a reduction 
of one third in the salaries of the Vice President 
and heads of Departments; twenty-five per cent, 
on the salaries of all the clerks; so that no clerk 
should receive less than an annual salary of $800, 
&c.; members of Congress to six dollars a day, 
&c.; which was negatived without a debate or a 
division. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD moved to amend the 
fourth clause by striking out the sum of $25,000 
‘for incidental and contingent expenses of the 
Department of State, including the expense of 
publishing and distributing the laws,’ and insert- 
ing $5,000 for the first object, and $12,000 for pub- 
lishing and distributing the laws; and addressed 
the committee for some time in support of his 
amendment, referring to a variety of estimates 
and minute details connected with the incidental 
expenses of that Department. 

Mar. CAMBRELENG said it was impossible 
to fix the contingencies of this or any one of the 
Departments at any definite sum, though for the 
last seventeen years there had invariably been 
the sum of $25,000 appropriated for those of the 
State Department. 

Mr. WISE should not vote for the amendment, 
because it included the sum of $5,000 for contin- 
gencies. He was opposed to the form of the 
amendment; and, if it should prevail, he should 
then move to amend it by striking out the $5,000, 
and inserting a specific sum for the other object. 

He averse: Jr upon the large amount these con- 
tingencies and incidentals involved. There were 
twenty of them in the present bill, which amount- 
ed to an aggregate of $88,845; and there were 
many of a much larger amount, particularly un- 
der the items for foreign intercourse. He also 
dwelt upon the irregularity of inserting these 
latter contingencies, and outfits for foreign min- 
isters, without its being known that they were, 
or would be, setae by the Senate. He an- 
nounced to the committee that he should vote in- 
discriminately against all the contingencies of this 
bill, for they were abuses, and might be applied 
to partisan purposes. He would vote for no ap- 
propriation in this or any other bill, the object 
of which was not known to himself or to the 
country. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, adverted to the fact, 
that every officer disbursing money, whether it 
was included in the contingencies or not, was ac- 
countable, and was compelled to produce his 
vouchers. Such was the case with the incidentals 
in the foreign missions, where the minister was 
compelled to produce his vouchers for every pay- 
ment he made. These expenditures were neces- 
sarily incidental, being for postages, translations, 
special messengers, &c.; and Mr. M. knew, him- 
self, of no instance in which these incidental appro- 
priations had been misapplied. It was true, that 
the experience of the Government had ascertained 
the general nature and amount of them, but it 
would be impracticable for Congress to enter into 
all the petty items they embraced, or to anticipate 
the exact sum for each specific object. ey 
could be governed only by the general scope and 
outline, specifying only the limit of the whole 
sum, beyond which there should be no authority 
to go. ith regard to the item under consider- 
ation, Mr. M. could not see the necessity of re- 
ote though he thought $17,000 was suffi- 
cient, he would vote to reduce, but if more should 
be spereaes than-was required, the balance 
-— be carried to the credit of the United 

tates. 


Mr. BELL inquired of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Masow,} upon what authority it 
was that Executive had appointed two min- 
isters plenipotentiary to proceed to the dividing 











1836. 








line between Ohio and Michigan ? and upon what 

recedent it was that §1, of the contingent 
Fund of last year had been disbursed for that ob- 
ject? Mr. B. commented upon this proceeding 
‘or some time. It was an appaintmens of officers 
without the warrant or authority of law, a dan- 
gerous precedent, of which he complained, and 
not the amount of compensation paid to those 
distinguished gentlemen, (Messrs. Howard and 
Rush.) By this principle, under this precedent, 
the Executive might appoint as many new officers 
as he pleased, in the character of ministers plen- 
ipotentiary, Indian agents, &c. He should make 
no motion on the subject, but it was a subject 
worthy of deep and grave consideration, to 
which he felt bound to call the attention of that 
House. 

The committee then rose and reported. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House sundr 
executive communications; which were referred; 
andthen, 


On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the House 
adjourned at five o’clock, p. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, “April 13, 1836. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented a petition from 
a meeting of sundry citizens of Ohio, rr the 
aid of Congress for the completion of the Mays- 
ville and Zanesville road; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Amos 
Webb and Florence Mulford, representatives of 
Stephen Tabb; which was referred to the appro- 
priate committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
a number of merchants, traders and others, of 
the city of Philadelphia, praying for an appropri- 
ation to erect piers to protect vessels in the river 
Delaware against the ice, and for the removal of 
the bar*opposite Fort Mifflin, placed there during 
the revolutionary war; and also praying for an 
appropriation for the erection of light-houses at 
such points on the river as may be necessary; 
also a similar memorial signed by the presidents 
of all the marine insurance companies of said city; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented four petitions 
from citizens of Philadelphia, objecting to the 
admission of Arkansas into the Union with a 
clause in her constitution sanctioning slavery; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented two similar me- 
morials; which were also laid on the table. 

Mr. EWING, of Illinois, presented the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Illinois, praying for 
the establishment of a new post route; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

_Mr. KENT presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Maryland, praying that a survey may 
be made of the Chesapeake, and also for appro- 
priations for the removal of sand bars at the 
mouth of the Potomac; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KENT also presented the petition of John 
McLane, a revolutionary soldier, praying for ar- 
re 8 of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WEBSTER ——— the petition of cer- 
tain inhabitants of Duxbury and Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, praying for an appropriation for 
the improvement of the harbor of those towns; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported the bill from the House for the 
relief of Charles Frazier, without amendment, 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of L. 
Baldwin; which was readand ordered to a second 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, at 
the first convenient opportunity, ask leave to 
bring in a bill to reéstablish the currency of the 
Constitution for the Federal Government. 


~ 


| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediéney of | 


oor 
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“RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
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ask the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Cau- 
| Hon) to consent to let this bill lay on the table, 
to 
j . 


be called up again on Tuesday. 
Mr. NILES moved to amend the dill by strik- 
ing out the first section and inserting the follow- 


establishing a mail route from Crawfordsville, by the way || mass 


of Darlington, in Montgomery county; Thomastown, in || 


Boon county, to Frankfort, in Clinton county. 
Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate, with as little delay as may be prac- 


ticable, the amount of money in the Treasury on the Ist of 7 ; 7 
| ment for the consideration of the Senate, believ- 


this month, where deposited, and the amount of the liabili- 
ties of the several banks of deposit, respectively, with their 
means of meeting the same; and also the receipts of the 
Treasury for the quarter ending the 31st March last, arranged 
under the heads of customs, public lands, and incidental 
receipts. 


CONVENTION WITH SPAIN. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the 
Senate took up the bill giving effect to the eighth 
article of the treaty with Spain; and, after adopt- 
ing an amendment moved by Mr. Kine, the bill 
was passed. 


. CHINESE MULBERRY. 


The joint resolution introduced on leave by 
Mr. Nixes, authorizing the commissioner of 
the public grounds in the city of Washington to 
lease a portion of said grounds for the cultivation 
of the Chinese mulberry, was taken up on its 
third reading; and, after some remarks from Mr. 
SOUTUARD, was, on motion of that gentleman, 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill to pro- 
hibit the circulation of incendiary publications 
through the mails was taken up. 

Mr. BENTON was not willing that the United 
States should be made a pack-horse for the Abo- 
litionists; but it seemed to him to be going too 
far to invest ten thousand postmasters, (for he 
believed that was about the number,) with the 
authority vested in them by this bill, and he 
could not vote for it. The authority was such 
a one as would lead to things they might all re- 
gret. He was very sorry to vote against any 
measure which, even in appearance, had for its 
object the suppression of so great an evil; but 
he thought this bill was not calculated to effect 
that object. 

Mr. GRUNDY hoped that this bill might be 
postponed for a short time, so that gentlemen 
might turn their attention particularly to it, and, 
if it did not suit them, to offer them such a bill 
as they could support. This Government was 
made to protect and secure the States in all their 
rights, and, if so, it was very strange that it 
should permit one of its Departments to throw 
firebrands among them to destroy them. The 
General Government was bound by solemn con- 
tract to protect them in their persons and in their 
property, and he wished gentlemen to examine 
the Constitution, and see whether it prohibited 
such a regulation of the Post Office Department 
as to prevent the transmission of these mischiev- 
ous publications. The States had no Post Office 
Department. The power to establish that De- 
partment was entirely delegated to the General 
Government. The power, therefore, over that 
Department by the General Government was 
complete, and could not come in conflict with the 
State government. He was speaking now as 
to the power under the Constitution; and could it 
not make all constitutional provisions to regulate 
that Department? He admitted that, although 
the power did exist, perhaps no subject was so 
liable to be abused, or so dangerous in the exer- 
cise of it. A power was, during last summer, 
exercised by the Postmaster General, and some 
of the postmasters, which answered the purpose; 
but they acted without law. If itanswered with- 
out law, it certainly would with it. 

Mr. G. replied to some remarks of the Senator 
from Ohio, from whom he differed in opinion in 
regard to the obligation of States to each other 
concerning slaves, and cited the constitutional 
provision, that any person bound in service, es- 
caping into another diate » should be given up on 
d. His object, however, in rising, was to 








‘slaves. 





Limiting the operation of the bill to postmasters where 


| the newspapers prohibited ure to be delivered, and also to 
| confine it to newspapers, the design and tendency of which 
| are to excite ins 
| tion of the bill embraced 
| Slavery, the yiolation of which was prolibited by any of 
| the States. 


among the slaves. The first s¢e- 


pera touching the subject of 


Mr. NILES said he had offered the amend- 


ing the bill to be wholly impracticable as it was, 
as well as objectionable in principle. He did not 
think he ould support the bill, should the amend- 
ment be adopted, as that would not change its 
principle; although he thought it would remove 
a large share of the practical evils and incon- 
veniences which the law would occasion. He 


| would explain the difference between his amend- 
| ment and the bill: the first section of the bill pro- 
| hibits any postmaster from knowingly receiving 
| and forwarding in the mail any newspaper, 


pamphlet, or other printed or written paper touch- 
ing the subject of slavery, into any Btate, Terri- 
tory, or district, the circulation of which is pro- 
hibited by the laws of such State, Territory, or 
district. It also makes it unlawful for any post- 
master to deliver any such prohibited newspa- 
per when it shall have reached its destination. 

The amendment confines the operation of the 
law to the postmasters where the inhibited paper 
is to be delivered. This would secure the object 
of the bill, and avoid many of the evils and in- 
conveniences which would attend it as the pro- 
vision now stands. The amendment differs in 
another particular from the bill: it limits and 
defines the description of papers which are pro- 
hibited. The language in the bill is, ‘‘ any news- 
paper touching the subject of slavery.’’ This is 
general and indefinite, and would embrace almost 
every periodical in the country. The amendment 
confines the law to such papers as are designed 
and calculated to excite insurrection among the 
slaves. These are the essential points of differ- 
ence between the amendment and the first section 
of the bill. 

Mr. GRUNDY wished the gentleman from 
Connecticut might consent to strike out the latter 
part of his amendment. He thought the better 
way would be to have the postmaster not give 
out the incendiary papers, but keep them in thé 
office until the owner called for them, or, on his 
failure to do so, to destroy them. That modifi- 
cation would make it more acceptable to him, 
and, he had no doubt, to some others. ~ 

Mr. RUGGLES observed that one of the diffi- 
culties which, as it appeared to him,was involved 
in the first section of the bill, was brought to 
view by the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Connecticut. The great difficulty was im 
the postmasters determining what publications 
were interdicted by law, and what were not— 
what publications came within the prohibition, 
and what were excluded. As the bill was report- 
ed, all publications touching the subject of slavery 
were prohibited. The amendment proposed pro- 
hibits only those which were designed, and had 
a tendency to produce insurrection among the 
e thought it would be more difficult to 
to decide what were designed and had a tendency 
to produce insurrection, than to determine whether 
a publication touched the subject of slavery at 
all or not. Both the bill and the amendment were 
exceptionable.in that respect, but the amendment 
was more so than the provision of the bill for 
which it was intended as a substitute. It would 
be impossible for postmasters to decide upon the 
design and intent of all publications passing 
through their hands, or deposited in their offices, 
with any certainty of being correct. If this bill 
became a law, South Carolina might pass one law 
prohibiting the circulation of publications of a 
certain description, Virginia might pass another 
law, and Alabama another, and so on through all 
the slaveholding States, all having the same pur- 
pose in view, but differing in their details and in 
their terms. Now all the postmasters in the 
United States would be obliged-to make them- 

acquainted 


selves with these State laws, and give 
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to each a construction according to their best 
judgment and discretion, And they would be 
required to decide correctly at their peril. 





sand postmasters would arrive at the same con- 


| 


| 
| 


THE | 


| tions. This principle will work a change in the 


mail establishment—a change from a free institu- 


Could || tion to one restricted and subjected to a legalized 
it be supposed that all of the eight or ten thou- || system of imputation and espionage. 


He would 


not go so far as the Senator from Massachusetts, 


clusions in regard to the true construction of || [Mr. Davis,] and say that this was an infraction 


these several State laws? — 
the consequences of a mistake? 


And what would be | 
They must | 


ive a true construction to each on their peril? | 
hey will be liable to incur a penalty on the one | 


hand or the other. 
of publications, which a court shoulfl decide to 
be within the prohibition of the law, the penalties 
of this bill would attach; if they stop what should 
ultimately be decided not to be within the prohi- 
bition, according to the construction given to the 


If they permit the circulation | 


j 


law, they would be liable under the present post | 


office laws. 


Now, however correct ees 
ma 


be in regard to other matters, they are not 


all lawyers, and could not with unerring certainty | 


determine the character of every publication, and 
have their opinions stand the test of a judicial 


decision. ‘The courts themselves might differ. | 
it seemed to him that the amendment requiring | 
postmasters to decide upon the design and intent | 
was exceedingly objectionable, as throwing ad- | 


ditional embarrassments in their way, in the per- 


formance of their duties, and for that reason he | 


| 
Ruaeoves]} had passed over the chief provision in | 
the amendment, and taken an exception toacom- | 


could not vote for it. 
Mr. NILES said the Senator from Maine [Mr. 


paratively unimportant part of it. The great 








‘| cent of all the institutions of the Federal Govern- 





object of the amendment is, to restrict the opera- | 


tion of the bill to offices where the prohibited pa- 
pers are to be delivered, which will of course be 
only in those States which have, or may enact 
laws prohibiting the circulation of such publica- 
tions. 


| 


This amendment would so change the | 


bill, that it would not have the slightest operation | 
on all the postmasters in thirteen States in the | 


Union. 
As the bill now is, it would be animpracticable 


law ;it would notbe possible to execute it; itwould | 
paralyze and destroy the entire mail establish- | 


ment. It requires duties of postmasters which they 
cannot perform, without delaying and deranging 
the whole operations of the mail. 
a deputy postmaster, a mere ministerial officer, 


It confers on | 
|| called on to enact laws on the subject. 


Federal powers; and requires him to decide ques- | 
tions of the most difficult and delicate character; | 


to put & construction on the laws of a State, and 
determine what publications are prohibited by 
such laws. 


To decide what is incendiary matter | 


would be similar to deciding what isa libel—what | 


constitutes blasphemy or heresy. Of all cases 
ever tried before judicial tribunals these are the 


most difficult and uncertain. Yeta Federal power | 
similar to this is to be conferred on all the post- | 


masters in the United States. 
ber of periodical publications in the city of New 
York? Probably fifty or more of every descrip- 


Whatis the num- | 


j 
} 
| 


yon, many of them daily. They must all be ex- | 


amined before they can be lawfully forwarded, 
and of course time must be allowed for the per- 
formance of this service. These are, most of 


them, of a miscellaneous character, made up from | 


other publications, and of course each paper must 
be carefully examined in its entire contents, to 


'| criminality cannot be determined without ascer- | 


| 


see if it contains anything touching the subject | 


* slavery. This would be utterly impractica- 
e. 


'| upon his trial; but he presumed it was not the | 


He was aware that the same difficulty would | 


exist to some extent under the amendment, but | 


it would be confined to the offices where the 


prohibitory laws prevailed—where the evil from | 


the circulation of such papers is apprehended. In | 


those States the postmasters would be better ac- 


timent would be favorable to their execution. 
He must admit that there would be a difficulty 


adopted; but it would be confined to the States | 
interested in the law, and would be less at offices | 


where the prohibited paper was to be delivered || which he cannot 


| ment would confine it to newspapers, the design 
and tendency of which are to excite insurrection | 
among slaves—to those calculated to produce the 
mischief which it is the object of the law to pre- | 
L however, within the | 
| reach of State legislation, and should like to see | 


|| decided correctly or otherwise, as to the design 
quainted with the State laws, and the public sen- | 


than where it might be received, to be forwarded | 


in the mail. 


and untried principle. 

He regarded the principle of the bill as unsound 
and dangerous, and did not think it could be 
modified in any way, 8o as to remove his objec- 


A difficulty in the application was | 
always experienced in acting on a new, doubtful, || the tendency of the publication he is to ju 





| essential attribute, confidence in it may be de- 





judgment. 


|| ground that it would be impossible for postmas- | 
in executing the law, should the amendment be | 


of the first article of the amendments to the Con- 
stitution; it might not be strictly an interference 
with the liberty of the press, but it was a conflict 
with the spirit of that provision, for circulation 

and publication were intimately connected; and 

to limit and restrict the great public channel of 

circulation was to impair the efficiency of the | 
press by denying to it the only public facility of 
circulation provided by our laws. The public 
mail, like the press, should be free—free as the 
air we breathe; the nature, design, and useful- 
ness of it require this. If you take away this 


stroyed, and its character may be entirely changed. 
The public mail is the most important and benefi- 


its blessings to every man’s door. It is one of 
those institutions that we must be careful how 
we touch. 

The Senator from Maine supposes that the 
amendment would render it more difficult to ex- 
ecute the law, as the description of papers 
hibited would be less definitely pointed out. This 
may betrue. But the question is not which rule | 
would be the most easy of application, but which | 
is the most just? The language in the bill is so | 
general and indefinite that it would apply to al- | 
most all papers of every description; the words, | 
touching the subject of slavery, are as extensive | 
as any that coe be used; it would be easy to | 
apply them, as they would embrace all the news- | 
papers in the country, as all allude to the subject | 
of slavery. But would not this give an operation | 
to the law dangerous and alarming? The amend- 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 

oe 
ment; it is one of unmeasured good, and ne of 
{ 

| 


| 
ro- | 


vent. He thought the evi 
the energies of that applied to it before we were 
State 
laws could take hold of these publications the 
moment they came from the post office, and stop | 
their circulation, or require them to be surren- | 
dered up to a magistrate and destroyed. How- | 





ever he might deprecate the circulation of these | 
mischievous publications, he was not satisfied | 
that there was any urgent necessity for calling | 
in the agency of this Government. 
Mr. RUGGLES replied that, if he understood | 
the amendment offered, it went to indorse all the | 
laws of the several States which should hereafter | 

be passed, interdicting the circulation of publi- 
cations designed or having a tendency to produce | 
insurrection among the slaves of such States. | 
| 


| 
| 


'| The Senator says that the design and intent | 


would be the important object of inquiry—that | 

ll . . . ° | 
taining the motive and design with which the act | 
isdone. That would indeed be a very proper | 
and necessary matter to be inquired into when the 
original author of the publication should be put | 


intention of the Senator to transfer the criminal- 
ity from the author of the publication to the post- 
master who permits its circulation. The crimi- 
nality of the author would not, or ought not, to 
be the subject of inquiry any further than was 
necessary to determine whether the postmaster | 


or tendency of the publication on which he passes | 
He objected to the amendmeat on the 


ters to determine in most cases as to the design 
and intent of.the publication. He is required to | 
judge at his peril of the design of the author, 
pce: know. He cannot 

prvenre evidence; he cannot examine witnesses 
or the purpose of proving the design, nor even 
dge of. 
Yet when he is arraigned in court for delivering 
out publications contrary to law, he is to be 
judged on evidence to which, in forming his opin- 
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witnesses and obtain evidence; but postmasters 
in their offices have no opportunity or means of 
taking testimony to establish facts which they 
nae decide under a penalty for every mistake of 
judgment. 

’ r. NILES. The Senator from Maine does 
not appear to understand the amendment. There 
is nothing in it which directs an inquiry into the 
motives or intentions of the publisher; the in- 
quiry is confined to the publication, and has 
nothing to do withthe publisher. The language 
is, that ‘‘no newspaper, the design and tendons 
of which are to incite insurrection among slaves.” 
The inquiry will be as to the characterand tend. 
ency of the prew, as to its general object and 
purpose, and the tendency of such a publica. 
tion. 

Mr. RUGGLES then observed that he might 
have mistaken the views of the Senator in pro- 
posing the amendment. He did understand him 
to say that the motive and design with which an 
publication was made, was the important matter 
to be determined. Butif it was not the object 
of his amendment to impose such a duty on post. 
masters, and it should be modified so as to em- 
brace the question of tendency only, he should 
have less ieeton to it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that, in bringing this sub- 
ject before the Senate, he had done his duty. He 
had brought it before them with the aid of the 
special committee appointed for that purpose, 
and it depended on them whether it should pass, 
All he asked was, that there should be a final 
vote on this subject; and this was due to those 
he represented, that they might distinctly know 
whether there was a power in this Government 
to arrest the evil that all acknowledged to exist; 
and if there be such a power, whether there 
was a disposition to exercise it for the remedy of 
that evil. The attacks of these incendiaries was 
through the mails, using the press as an auxiliary. 
This was an acknowledged evilgand the question 
was, had they the power toarrestit? If we have 
no power, (said Mr. C.,) let ussay so at once; but 
if we have the power, let us understand the ex- 
tent of it, and why this power is not exercised, 
Lei this (said he) be told to our constituents. Let 
it be told to them, if the mere convenience or in- 
convenience of the mails is considered of more 
importance than their existence. He had done 
his duty, and the pempenetnrt now rested on the 
majority. He could not but be surprised at the 
course of the friends of the Executive. He had 
heard Senators denounée this measure, recom- 
mended by the Executive, as unconstitutional, as 
tyrannical, or an abuse of power, who never be- 
fore dared whisper a word against the Adminis- 
tration. What was he to understand from this? 
Was it because the present Executive was goin 
out of power, that a influence was declining 
Was he to understand from this, that it was now 
for the first time discovered that the man who 
never erred had committed the most monstrous 
errors, recommending an abridgement of the lib- 
erty of the spent and a tyrannical espionage over 
the post office? The very thing they denounced 
as proposed to be done by Congress, was now 
informally done by one branch of this Admin- 
istration. ‘They all knew that many of the post- 
masters at the North, and all of the postmasters 
at the South, had refused to receive these incen- 
diary publications for transmission through the 
mails; yet this bill, giving the authority of law to 
that which was now done without authority, was 
denounced by Administration members as a most 
tyrannical abuse of power, while they did not 
raise a whisper against those officers of the Ad- 
ministration who now exereise this power. 

He must express his surprise, that gentlemen 
who now denounced this measure, which was to 
legalize what had been done without authority, 
had sat there silent during the whole session, 
knowing that what they deemed such an uncon- 
stitutional‘abuse of power was carried on. Why 
did they not introduce a resolution to inquire into 
these abuses? Why did they not denounce them 
at first, instead of waiting until the action of Con- 
gress was proposed? There was a st 








ease in the public mind. They permitted the Ex- 
ecutive to do without censure what the 3 
to permit ss to do. If the uve 


ion, he had no access. A court can summon ‘|! trampled onthe laws and Constitution, nota word 











